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MINUTES OF THE DAVIS CITY COUNCIL
Meeting of March 3, 2026

The City Council of the City of Davis met in regular meeting session beginning at 6:35
p.m. in the Community Chambers, 23 Russell Boulevard, Davis, California. The meeting
was called to order by Mayor Donna Neville.

Councilmembers Present: Linda Deos, Josh Chapman, Gloria Partida, Bapu Vaitla,
Donna Neville

Councilmembers Absent: None

Other Officers Present: City Manager Daryel Dunston, City Attorney Inder Khalsa,
City Clerk Zoe Mirabile

1. Approval of Agenda. J. Chapman moved, seconded by L. Deos, to approve the
agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

2. Ceremonial Presentations:
A. Proclamation Recognizing March 7-14 as Arbor Week, presented by B. Vaitla
B. Proclamation Recognizing March as Developmental Disabilities Awareness

Month, presented by G. Partida
C. Proclamation Recognizing March as National Nutrition Month, presented by L.

Deos
D. Proclamation Recognizing Cathie Bullis, Winner of The Brinley Community Volun-

teer Award, presented by J. Chapman
E. Proclamation Recognizing Brodie Hamilton and Sharon Schauer, Citizens of the

Year Award Winners, presented by L. Deos
F. Proclamation Honoring Davis Community Special Recognition Award Winner Dr.

John Lofland, presented by D. Neville
G. Presentation from Sister City Sangju, South Korea: Exchange programs, delega-

tions, educational activities.

City Council recessed at 7:08 p.m. and reconvened at 7:21 p.m.

3. City Manager and City Council Brief Announcements; City Council Liaison Reports
D. Dunston: March 8—Daylight Savings Time. March 10—Community Book Project
Author Forum at Veterans Memorial Theater. March 10—Rental Resources Seminar
for property managers/owners.

B. Vaitla: Relayed personal experience biking home through UCD campus ARC park-
ing lot when individuals in adjacent vehicle yelled racist slurs. Need to be aware that
racist incidents occur in every community.
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4. Public Comments
 Matt Williams: Next Fiscal Commission meeting includes the 2023 annual audit .

Need to communicate fiscal issues.
 Kate Peay, Aggie Skate Club: Thank City Council for revising Ordinance to reduce

skateboarding prohibitions. Look forward to working with city on Skatepark reha-
bilitation project.

 Ning Wan: Concerned about proliferation of AI.
 Deema Tamimi: Support Sanctuary City Ordinance, should be made as strong as

possible.
 Liam: Concerned that children are being approached near school sites and asked

questions about gender identity.
 Elaine Roberts-Musser: Concerned about racism.
 Connor Gorman: Consent calendar item Safety Enhancement Zones Picnic Day—

think of different proactive safety measures instead of increasing fines for party
behavior.

 Margie Folger: Need to determine what class of ebikes is safe and establish safety
measures and regulations, prohibit on greenbelts.

 Steven: Ebikes and electronic mobility in general are positive for Davis. Need to
be cautious when determining what regulations are necessary.

 Michael Wolfe: Concerned about proliferation of ebikes and electric scooters on
bikepaths.

 Unnamed individual: Should invest in bus line to support unhoused individuals.

5. Consent Calendar
A. On Call Geotechnical Engineering and Materials Testing Services Task Order 8.1

for Chiles Ranch Subdivision
Approve Resolution No. 26-013 - Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Task
Order 8.1 with Terracon Consultants, Inc. for Materials Testing and Geotechnical
Services for Chiles Ranch Subdivision

B. Safety Enhancement Zones and Temporary Suspension of Exceptions for Alcohol
Consumption in Parks for Picnic Day 2026
1. Approve Resolution No. 26-014 - Designating Safety Enhancement Zones for

Picnic Day 2026 and Designating the Time During Which Certain Municipal
Code Violations Committed Within the Designated Safety Enhancement Zone
Will Result in Increased Fines

2. Approve Resolution No. 26-015 - Temporarily Suspending the Park Exception
to the Prohibition on Alcohol Consumption and Open Containers in Public
Spaces for Specified Dates

C. Second Reading: Ordinance Amending Various Sections of the City of Davis Mu-
nicipal Code to Clarify and Update Specified Provisions in Chapters 12, 13, 22, 26,
27, 28, and 39
Adopt Ordinance No. 2684 (Introduced 02/17/2026)



03/03/2026 City Council Minutes Page 3 of 5

D. Approval to Continue Construction Contract with Eaton Drilling for Emergency
Cleaning and Rehabilitation of Potable Water Well #33
Reaffirm that due to the necessity of ensuring potable water wells are available for
use, there is not time to allow the utilization of public bidding, and the emergency
cleaning and rehabilitation of potable water Well #33 can continue with Eaton Drill-
ing.

E. Commission Minutes: Climate and Environmental Justice Commission Meeting of
January 26, 2026
Informational.

L. Deos moved, seconded by G. Partida, to approve the consent calendar. Motion
passed unanimously.

City Council recessed at 7:59 p.m. and reconvened at 8:09 p.m.

6. Economic Development Strategic Plan

Economic Development Director Katie Yancey: Overview of 5-year plan to generate
immediate and near term revenue with the following pillars: community development,
business development, outreach and partnerships, financial best practices. Summa-
rized strategic objectives and proposed immediate actions.

Strategic Plan objectives: Business climate, Investment and growth, Support and en-
hance local commerce, Advance strategic development and infrastructure, Skilled
workforce, Foster partnerships. Immediate actions: unlock opportunities and eliminate
barriers. Activate stalled residential and commercial projects, increase revenue recap-
ture efforts, monetize underserving assets. Improve development processes, gather
data about business community needs and challenges.

Public comments:
 Carrie Rohrbach, Davis Chamber of Commerce: Support partnership with city to

connect members with city initiatives, provide clear channel for input and support.
 Brett Lee, Davis Downtown Business Association: Important to have roadmap so

all can work in tandem. Recognize that downtown has a role to play.
 Dan Ramos, Ramco Development: Looking forward to working with staff on eco-

nomic development in Mace Ranch area. Need to revise authorized uses for office
buildings to expand development potential.

 Georgina Valencia: Support metrics to define and measure success and proactive
business retention efforts.

 Matt Williams: Support vision.
 Vijay Perez: Consider models that include staff work programs.
 Elaine Roberts-Musser: Need to diversity tax base and revenues. Support eco-

nomic development efforts and streamlining zoning and processes.
 Connor Gorman: Support services and programs that increase standard of living

and provide opportunities for businesses to meet needs. Consider vacancy tax.
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 Judy Ennis: Support Plan and streamlining efforts.

Councilmembers provided individual feedback including:
 Interest in policies/actions to overcome barriers or impediments to economic de-

velopment.
 Prioritize update to zoning/Planned Development overlays to provide flexibility,

permit streamlining.
 Interest in landscape analysis of zoning overlays.
 Support actionable items. Immediate actions up to 2 months, then year long goals.
 Prioritize asset monetization and cost recovery. Provide information on resources

needed to accomplish tasks.
 Interest in detailed workplan with metrics/options for council consideration. Deter-

mine if feasible to meet metrics.
 Develop and further partnership with UCD.
 Consider developing branding element to attract businesses that link to university

and innovation/food and ag sciences, health sciences, biotech, design.
 Prioritize branding over other metrics. Possibly hire consultant, allocate funding.
 Interest in routine check-ins. Include clear decision points and timeline for actions.

D. Neville moved, seconded by B. Vaitla, to approve the Economic Development Stra-
tegic Plan as presented. Motion passed unanimously.

D. Neville moved, seconded by J. Chapman, to direct staff to prepare analysis of prop-
erty tax and sales tax base and provide recommendations on how to qualify the finan-
cial improvements that City Council is seeking. Motion passed unanimously.

D. Neville moved, seconded by L. Deos, to direct staff to return to Council in 60 days
with workplan to allow Council to weigh in on decision points. Motion passed unani-
mously.

City Council recessed at 9:50 p.m. and reconvened at 9:55 p.m.

7. Amendments to Affordable Housing Code – Land Dedication Options

City Manager Daryel Dunston: Summarized proposed amendment to the Affordable
Housing Ordinance related to land dedications.

City Attorney Inder Khalsa: State law requires city to provide options for inclusionary
housing requirements. Certain qualifying housing projects must be provided objective
standards, and city standards related to subjective requirements will not apply. When
the entire code section is updated, should include additional objective standards. Land
dedication is already a subjective standard, amendments to it will continue to be sub-
jective.
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Public comments:
 Elaine Roberts-Musser: Oppose proposed amendments. Should not amend sec-

tion during review of current housing proposals. Entire ownership housing section
of municipal code needs to be modernized.

 Ron Glick: Requirement is opposite to economic development strategy to make
city more business friendly. Need analysis to determine whether amendment will
actually result in any affordable housing.

 Connor Gorman: All options for affordability requirements should provide similar
benefits and cost approximately the same. Should either increase land dedication
requirements to meet increased benefit threshold or pair in lieu fees with land ded-
ication.

 Judy Ennis: Need to revise entire affordable housing ordinance.

B. Vaitla moved, seconded by G. Partida, as follows:
1. Introduce Ordinance Amending Section 18.05.050 of Article 18.05 (Affordable

Housing) of Chapter 18 (Housing) Regarding Ownership Development Affordable
Housing Standards

2. Direct Council Subcommittee to work with staff to come up with options for Council
consideration to update the Affordable Housing Ordinance (Davis Municipal Code
Section 18.05.050) related to inclusionary requirements for ownership housing.

Motion passed unanimously.

8. AB 1234 Reporting. None

9. Long Range Calendar
D. Neville: Suggest postpone March 17 item unmet maintenance needs for city trees
and sidewalks, should discuss in context of budget discussions.
G. Partida: Support including discussion of sidewalk maintenance with budget. Should
have separate discussion related to trees.

D. Dunston: Will build sidewalk maintenance into budget conversation. Bring tree
discussion back at later TBD date.

D. Neville: Timing of MAPA item?
D. Dunston: April 21

L. Deos: Request discussion of county provided animal services and JPA options.
Contract with county ends in June, discussion is timely.

D. Dunston: Can consult with county to agendize informational presentation.

G. Partida: Request discussion of items on long range with no set date.
D. Dunston: Can get feedback from individual councilmembers on the items re-
quested, determine if able to combine/next steps. Bring back item to clean up long
range TBD list.

10.Adjournment. Meeting was at 10:43 p.m.


