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Memorandum

Date: June 22, 2026

To: Climate and Environmental Justice Commission

From: Jonathon Milanese, Environmental Compliance Specialist

John McNerney, Ecological Resources Program Manager

Subject:  Annual Integrated Pest Management Report for 2025

Recommendation
Receive an informational report of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) activities for the
2025 maintenance season.

Background
The City of Davis has an IPM Policy and Procedures (IPM Policy) that directs how pests

are managed by City staff and contractors on City properties. The goal of the City’s IPM
policy is to utilize the most environmentally sound approaches to pest management,
and to reduce the volume and toxicity of chemical pest control treatments. The key
objectives of the IPM Policy are to outline the required steps for planning, development
and coordination of the IPM program for all City departments; and to provide procedural
guidelines for implementation of a coordinated IPM program. The IPM program is
managed within the Public Works Utilities and Operations Department, Environmental
Resources Division.

The IPM Policy (adopted by City Council in 2017) requires that staff provide an annual
report on the City’s IPM program to the Natural Resources Commission. With the
combining of the Natural Resources Commission with the Tree Commission in 2024,
the annual IPM report is now provided to the Climate and Environmental Justice
Commission. This report summarizes IPM activities by city staff, volunteers and
contractors during the 2025 service year, and includes 2026 program goals.

IPM Program Highlights

e Selected new city-wide pest management vendor (Advanced IPM) to provide
consist and effective pest control services that aligns with the IPM Policy at staff
occupied facilities.

e Environmental Compliance Specialist-IPM obtained Pesticide Control Advisor
license from the Department of Pesticide Regulations.

e Held quarterly meetings of the inter-departmental IPM Coordination Group.

e Continued to reduce herbicide usage in 2025.

e Continued grazing program into open space ag buffers, utility storm basins and
conveyance channels.
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e Open Space Division collected and reseeded desirable native plants to over-
shade and outcompete growing weeds in city-managed areas.

e Parks Department averaged 5,100 staff hours for irrigation repairs and
adjustments to water volume output to city managed landscapes

e Over 700 cubic yards of mulch were applied to park, facility, and greenbelt
landscapes.

e Mechanical clearing of root intrusions (i.e. “rodding”) in sewer lines continued to
be widely used as the alternative to chemical control.

Non-Chemical Pest Control Activities in 2025

Mulching, hoeing, mowing, string trimming, mechanical rodding, irrigation repair,
grazing, and prescribed fire were used by staff, volunteers, and contractors in parks,
greenbelts, facility landscaping and street medians, open space habitat, sewer lines,
and other utility areas. Staff and contractors relied heavily on cultural and mechanical
pest management methods during the reporting period.

Grazing uses livestock in a planned way to manage vegetation. This image shows goats and sheep
grazing in a City Open Space area to manage weeds.

The following table illustrates city staff labor hours associated with the city’s non-
chemical pest control activities for the 2025 service year.

Table 1. 2025 IPM Non-chemical Labor Hour per Division

Stormwater Wastewater Streets = Wastewater Open Parks Citywide

(Collections) (Treatment Space TOTAL
Plant)
1623 484 485 348 1094 5287 9321
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Citywide Pesticide Use 2025

The following figures show total volume (in ounces, 0z.) for city-wide pesticide use from
2015 to 2025 (Figure 1), total pesticide volume (0z.) by product and division in 2025
(Table 2), pesticides used by our structural pest control contractor (Table 3), and
pesticide information (Table 4). Granular products are reported in pounds; for the
purposes of this figure, they have been plotted as oz. When reviewing this information, it
is important to keep in mind that many factors will influence how much pesticide might
be used in a given year. As an example, reductions in use during drought cycles would
be expected, as less rain would contribute to less weed growth. In 2023, the increase in
use can be attributed at least partially to the nine atmospheric rivers bringing much-
needed rain to the area, contributing to a significant boost in weed growth in that year.

Figure 1. 2015-2025 Total Pesticide Use Comparison

City-Wide Pesticide Use (0z) 2015 to 2025
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Table 2. 2025 Pesticide Use by Product (Herbicides) and Division (0z.)

AquaMaster
Turf
Supreme
(Pounds)
Cheetah Pro
Life line
Capstone
Homeplate
Activator 90

PARKS 0
STAFF
PARKS 0
CONTRACTOR
PWUO
STAFF 432
PWUO 0
CONTRACTOR
OPEN SPACE 0
STAFF
OPEN SPACE 0
CONTRACTOR

Table 3. 2025 Pesticide Used in Structural Pest Control
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Table 4. Information on Pesticides Used in 2025 (listed products include herbicides, insecticides and rodenticides)

Commercial
Name

Advion Ant Gel
Advion WDG

Alphine WSG

AquaMaster

Bedlam Plus

Contrac
California
Precor 2625
Premise Spray

Tekko Pro

Turf Supreme
w/Trimec
Activator 90

Essentria IC3

Capstone
MSO Surfactant

Scythe
Selontra

Vastlan
Cheetah Pro
Homeplate

Lifeline

Niban Granular
Bait

Active Ingredient
Indoxacarb
Indoxacarb

Dinoterfuran**

Glyphosate

Phenothrin*,
Imidacloprid**, MGK-
264
Bromethalin

Etofenprox,
Tetramenthrin*,
Pyrethrin, PBO, S-
Methoprene
Pyriproxyfen, Novaluron

2,4 D, Dicamba &
Propionic Acid
Alkylphenol, Ethoxylate,
& Alcohol Ethoxylate
Geraniol, Rosemary &
Peppermint ol
Triclopyr

Phosphatidyl Choline,

Methylated Vegetable

Qil, Alcohol Ethoxylate
Pelargonic Acid

Cholecalciferol

Triclopyr Choline Salt
Glufosinate Ammonium

Caprylic acid & Capric
acid
Glufosinate Ammonium

Orthoboric Acid

Hazard Tier

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Most Hazardous

Less Hazardous

Less Hazardous

Less Hazardous
Less Hazardous

Less Hazardous
Less Hazardous

Less Hazardous
Least Hazardous
Least Hazardous

Least Hazardous
Least Hazardous

Possible Limitations

Used at facility structures. May not be used in areas
near storm drains or aquatic life.
Used at facility structures. May not be used in areas
near storm drains or aquatic life.
Active Ingredient Banned Neonicotinoids. Used at
facility structures.

Phased-out & exploring alternative product.
May not be used in areas with high public exposure.
Phasing-out & exploring alternative product.
Active Ingredient Banned Neonicotinoids. Used at
facility structures.

Phased-out & exploring alternative product.
Used at facility structures. May not be used in areas
near storm drains or aquatic life.

Used at facility structures. May not be used in areas
near storm drains or aquatic life.

Used at facility structures. May not be used in areas
near storm drains or aquatic life.
May not be used in areas with high public exposure.
Phasing-out & exploring alternative product.
Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.

Used at facility structures.

Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.
Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.

Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.
Used at facility structures.

Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.
Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.
Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.

Ok for most applications. Avoid non-target exposure.
Used at facility structures and operational sites.
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Type

Insecticide: Broad-spectrum, pro-
insecticide
Insecticide: Broad-spectrum, pro-
insecticide
Insecticide: Broad-spectrum Insecticide

Herbicide: Post-emergent, non-selective

Insecticide: Selective Insecticide

Rodenticide: Non-anticoagulant
Neurotoxin
Insect Growth Regulator & Insecticide

Insecticide: Broad spectrum Insect Growth
Regulator
Herbicide: Post-emergent, selective

Herbicide: Non-lonic surface surfactant

Insecticide: Botanical insecticide for
stinging biting & crawling insects.
Herbicide: Post-emergent, non-selective

Herbicide: Seed oil surfactant

Herbicide: Post-emergent, non-selective

Rodenticide: Non-anticoagulant Vitamin
D3
Herbicide: Post-emergent, selective

Herbicide: Post-emergent, non-selective

Herbicide: Post-emergent burndown, non-
selective
Herbicide: Post-emergent, non-selective

Insecticide: Perimeter insecticide for
crawling insects.
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IPM Outreach and Education

The sharing of IPM related public outreach and education material was accomplished
via departmental tabling events, public signage, mailers, electronic social media
communications, and a consulting IPM advocate (Our Water Our World).

Staff continues to utilize an opt-in pesticide application e-mail notification system. With
this system, community members may elect to receive notifications on where and when
pesticide applications are being made within the city. Pre- and post- pesticide
application site posting continues at application sites.

Staff continued to facilitate the Our Water Our World pollution prevention program at
local pesticide retail outlets. This program provides in-store information and product
identification on least-toxic IPM products to help consumers make least toxic pest
control choices.

Pest or Partner: Wasps

Wasps are commonly found buzzing around
nesting sites, vigorously ready to defend their home
against intruders. Wasps are both social and
solitary insects, living in groups or alone, depending
on the species. Social wasps like yellowjackets
and paper-wasps can become problematic at times
due to negative physical reactions from their
venomous stings. Pre-baiting and trapping when
social wasps first emerge will reduce the summer's
pest populations. Reduce unwanted nests around
structures mechanically instead of using pesticides
by knocking down nests with poles or using IPM.CityofDavis.org
portable vacuums while temperatures are cooler fmts

and wasps are not foraging.

It may surprise you that wasps provide many
ecological benefits, including pollinating plants and
preying upon common pests. Parasitic wasps do
not sting or bite people. They attack many common
pests including aphids, scales, beetles, larvae and
many more by laying eggs inside the pests which
hatch and slowly eat the pest from the inside out.
Mature wasps feed on pollen and nectar, so
designating areas with flowers within your garden
can encourage them to stay. Wasps are very
sensitive to insecticides, so avoid or limit the use of
chemical sprays to reduce any off-target effects.

The City's Greener Davis Newsletter has articles about IPM topics, including the information in
the image above on wasps in the garden
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2026 Goals
e Continue Pesticide Use Reduction Efforts: Continue to investigate efficiency of

current approved pesticide products and utilize alternative least toxic and cost-
effective pest control methods.

e Revise Reduced Risk Pesticide List: Expand RRPL to include pre-emergent
herbicides, insecticides and rodenticides.

o Use of Pre-emergent Herbicides: Use of pre-emergent products to help managed
the existing seedbank and reduce future infestation levels of unwanted
vegetation.

e |PM Policy Update: Clarifying and adjusting pest management guidelines and
procedures, updating attachments, edit formatting and grammar, replacing the
IPM-technical Advisory Committee (IPM-TAC) with the IPM Coordination Team.

e Pest Exclusion at City Facilities: Reduce and prevent pests from entering staff
occupied facilities via sealing of gaps or closing of entry points around city
structures.

e Disposal of Hazardous Household Waste: Select hazardous waste vendor to
removed expired pool chemicals and pesticides.

e Transition from External to Internal Pest Control Advisor services: Shift PCA
responsibilities from external vendor to the Environmental Compliance Specialist
(City’s Licensed PCA)

e |PM Site Assessments: Support internal divisions with tailored recommendations
to address and prevent pest issues based on sites pest pressure.

e Update the Pesticide Hazard and Exposure Reduction (PHAER) Mapping: The
IPM program coordinator will continue Pesticide Hazard and Exposure Reduction
(PHAER) analysis on all publicly accessible and heavily used areas such as
parks, bike/ pedestrian paths, sidewalks, and greenbelts.
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