
Request for Qualifications 
 

Artist Opportunity:   

Community Park Skate Park 

Mosaic Steps 
 

Deadline for Submissions:  October 1, 2026 

 

OPPORTUNITY 

 

As part of a community-driven effort to renovate and activate the City’s skate park in Community 

Park, the City of Davis will commission a professional artist or team of artists to design, 

fabricate, and install a permanent work of public art. The public art will visually enhance an 

existing staircase leading down to the skate park, and will consist of a ceramic, glass or 

tile mosaic design that is installed on 23 step risers. A budget of up to $28,000 is available. 

 

The completed artwork will serve as a visual focal point, drawing visitors toward the skate park, 

and visually enhancing the skate park with a colorful backdrop. 

 

 

PROJECT SCOPE 

 

The selected artist/team will collaborate closely with project managers from the City of Davis 

Arts & Cultural Affairs Program, Parks staff, and skate park users to create functional, durable, 

safe, and visually impactful artwork on the step risers. 

 

 

The Mosaic Step Risers 

 

There are 23 steps in total, ranging from 12’ 1” wide to 20’ 10” wide. The risers are each 5-5.5” 

tall. The total area equals approximately 156 square feet.   

 

The vision for the skate park steps is to adorn the risers with a ceramic, glass or tile mosaic 

design. Artists are encouraged, but not required, to integrate mirror, or other reflective or 

phosphorescent materials that will provide for a dynamic and interactive backdrop for the 

creation of photos and other media. Mosaic artwork is a common medium found in public art 

throughout the City of Davis, and is well suited for our community due to its aesthetic value, its 

durable nature as an outdoor art medium, and its perpetuation of the ceramic arts tradition for 

which Davis is well known. The city of Davis, CA, is highly regarded for its ceramic legacy, 

largely due to UC Davis’s role as birthplace of the West Coast "Funk Art" movement in the 

1960s.  



 

The mosaic installation must be able to withstand weathering, heavy foot traffic, and frequent 

contact, given that the stairs are located in a popular outdoor park, and are part of a skate park.  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Skate Park 

 

The public skate park was originally constructed in 1993 for skateboarding and inline skating. In 

2024 the City of Davis initiated a process to redesign the skate park, and eventually contracted 

with Grindline Skateparks. Plans were finalized and demolition of the skate park began in April, 

2026. The new skate park is scheduled to be completed in Fall 2026, and the public art element 

will be integrated into the project following its completion.  

 

View the complete Community Park Skate Park project timeline and details here.  

 

 

Community Park 

 

Community Park is located in Central Davis, and bordered by Covell Blvd. on the North, F Street 

on the East, 14th Street on the South, and Davis Senior High School on the West. It is central 

among many community locations, including Davis Senior High School, Veterans Memorial 

Theatre and Center, the Mary L. Stephens Library, North Davis Elementary School, Davis Arts 

Center, Rainbow City Playground, and the Bicycle Pump Track. Many well-attended community 

events take place in this park, such as Celebrate Davis, July 4th, Summer Camps (through the 

City of Davis Parks and Community Services Department), and multiple sporting events 

throughout the year.  

 

 

 

 

BUDGET 

The budget for this public art opportunity is up to $28,000 and includes all associated costs 
including, but not limited to, artist design fee, research, fabrication, travel, insurance and 
overhead, contingency, transportation/shipping, and installation oversight. 

The selected artist will observe and comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, codes, and 
regulations of governmental agencies, including federal, state, municipal and local governing 
bodies having jurisdiction over any or all scope of artwork services. 

The selected artist(s) will also be required to provide proof of insurance (as applicable) for 

commercial general liability, automobile, and worker’s compensation in accordance with City 

standards. 

https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/parks-and-community-services/current-improvement-projects/community-park-skate-park


QUALIFICATIONS & ELIGIBILITY 

 
This RFQ is open to artists or artist teams residing in Yolo County and the Northern California 
region at the time of application and for the duration of the implementation of the artwork.   

This project is open to artists who have demonstrated experience in the successful design and 
delivery of architecturally integrated artwork. 

Selected artists must be available to work collaboratively with project teams that may include 
City of Davis staff, architects, engineers, and community representatives. At least one on-site 
visit is required before final design approval. 

Applicants must demonstrate a history of professional activity as an artist and must 
demonstrate appropriate skills or experience in designing and managing an art project relative 
to the scale and complexity of the art project described above. 

Artist Teams: Two or more people may apply together as a team however, a person with 
demonstrated history of professional activity as an artist must lead the team and meet the 
residency requirements. All team members will be required to be onsite for the installation.  

Artists who currently have an active art commission with the City of Davis are not eligible for this 
project. Additionally, City of Davis seeks to diversify the artists represented in the art collection, 
so if you have two or more artworks in the collection, we request you refrain from applying. 

 

ESTIMATED TIMELINE 

 

Jul 15, 2026 RFQ announcement 

Jul 15-Aug 15 Question/Response period  

Oct 1, 2026 Application submission deadline (through an online process via Café) 

Fall 2026 Finalist interviews with Selection Committee and notification of selected artist 

Winter 2027 Civic Arts Advisory Board recommendation and City Council approval 

 Artist contract executed with City staff 

Winter 2027 Artist develops design in collaboration with project team 

Winter 2027 Final design review/approval by Civic Arts Advisory Board, Staff and City 

Council 

Spring 2027 Project fabrication + Installation 

 

 

REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS 

 

Phase One: Review of Artist Qualifications 

Submittals from artists will be pre-screened by City staff for compliance with project 

requirements. A selection panel composed of City staff, skateboarding community members, 

Davis Art Center staff, Davis Senior High School Arts faculty, and members of the Civic Arts 



Advisory Board will meet to review artists’ qualifications. The Panel may recommend up to three 

(3) finalists to be interviewed in Phase Two if there is not a clear favorite. 

 

Finalists (individuals and teams) will be selected based on the following criteria: 

● Professional and artistic qualifications and standards of excellence in innovation, 

creativity and originality as demonstrated in materials submitted as well as 

appropriateness of applicant’s medium and style to the project. 

● Demonstrated ability to work collaboratively with landscape designers and project 

managers in a design-team context; 

● Demonstrated experience collaborating with local communities on design development 

(if intention is to design community-participatory public art);  

● Previous experience related to successful project implementation based on goals, 

setting, scale and scope; 

● Familiarity with public agencies, the public review process and/or previous collaboration 

with local government; and 

● Demonstrated ability to undertake and successfully execute the work in accordance to 

the construction schedule, in a professional manner and within the project budget. 

● Priority will be given to new or under-represented artists in the Davis Arts in Public 

Places collection; 

● Priority may be given to an artist or artist team who address environmentally sustainable 

design and materials in their RFQ. 

 

Phase Two: Finalist Interviews 

In preparation for the scheduled interviews, finalists will be provided with more detailed plans for 

the project location. Finalists will be invited to attend a scheduled interview with the selection 

panel, which may take place virtually. The panel will then recommend one artist or artist team to 

receive the project commission. The Civic Art Advisory Board will make a staff recommendation, 

and City Council must approve the staff recommended artist(s)/team(s) before contracts can be 

executed. 

 

 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

APPLY HERE  

Please be prepared to submit the following materials through an online process via Café: 

1. Completed Application  

2. Letter of Interest (not to exceed two pages) describing individual artist’s or team’s 

interest in this project and relevant experience 

3. Professional Resume of no more than four pages per individual, emphasizing relevant 

experience 

4. A list of three professional references, preferably from previous similar projects, with 

email and phone contact information 

5. Images of past work, up to ten (10) for individual artists or up to twenty (20) for artist 

teams, numbered in order of desired presentation 

https://opportunities.wearecreativewest.org/opportunity/17827/CAFE


6. Optional: up to four relevant reviews, articles, essays, etc. 

 

 

 

DEADLINE AND SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

 

The deadline for submission of applications is October 1, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.  

 

Applications must be submitted via Café: 

https://opportunities.wearecreativewest.org/opportunity/17827/CAFE 

 

Acceptance of Proposals 

The City of Davis reserve the right to reject all applications and/or subsequent design proposals. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

The selected artist(s) will be required to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act in 

addition to related federal, state and local codes and will be encouraged to develop artwork(s) 

sensitive to programmatic as well as physical accessibility issues. 

 

Other Requirements 

The artist(s) selected and approved by the City Council shall be asked to enter into a contract 

with the City of Davis for the duration of the project. Depending on the specific scope of the 

project, prior to the issuance and throughout the duration of the contract, the artist may be 

required to maintain various types of insurance, including Automobile Liability, General Liability, 

Fine Arts and other insurance as required by the City. 

 

The artwork may not interfere with utilities or right-of-way, and must meet City code and permit 

requirements and ADA requirements, as applicable. 

 

The artwork must be durable and resistant to vandalism. All proposed locations and concepts 

for artworks are subject to approval by the City and/or other representatives. 

 

All information contained herein does not constitute either an expressed or implied contract and 

these provisions are subject to change. 

 

Questions 

Please direct questions to Rachel Hartsough at rhartsough@cityofdavis.org.  Include the email 

subject “Skate Park Public Art RFQ”.  Timely questions will be responded to directly and 

questions and answers of general interest to all applicants will also be posted here on the City 

website throughout the Q&A period (July 15-August 3). 

 

 

 

 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/vPPQCo2Wl8HrOGMlH1fWfpTGeo
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/city-manager-s-office/arts-culture/artist-opportunities#call%20for%20art
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/city-manager-s-office/arts-culture/artist-opportunities#call%20for%20art


Land Acknowledgement 

 

The Civic Arts Advisory Board recognizes the importance of acknowledging the land Davis 

occupies and paying respect to the Indigenous people who once thrived here, as well as 

amplifying the voices of those currently living, through artistic practice. Today, there are three 

federally recognized Patwin tribes: the Cachil DeHe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa 

Indian Community, Kletsel Dehe Wintun Nation, and Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. We honor their 

descendants, many of whom live in present-day Yolo County, and pay our respects to their 

Elders past, present and future. 

 

The Civic Arts Advisory Board is dedicated to supporting programming that not only amplifies 

Native voices, but also honors and celebrates the natural environment, with which they are in 

close relationship.  

 

 

Current skate park steps in Community Park: 

 
 

 



 

Click here to view an animated 3d Fly-through of new skate park model or visit this site: 

https://www.instagram.com/reels/DUjFHHLgT35/  

 

Map of Community Park. Pink X indicates location of skate park: 

 

 

 

Aerial photo of Community Park. Pink box identifies location of skate park: 

https://www.instagram.com/reels/DUjFHHLgT35/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DUjFHHLgT35/


 

Aerial photo of old skate park. Pink X indicates the location of steps: 

 

From original step drawings: 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  


