
CITY OF DAVIS AND DAVIS JOINT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

RIDE SMART. RIDE SAFE.

TYPES OF E-BIKES & E-SCOOTERS BY THE STATE OF CA:

As more people in California choose e-bikes and e-scooters for transportation, it’s more
important than ever to promote safety on our streets and paths.

California law defines an electric bicycle (e-bike) as a bicycle equipped with an electric
motor of less than 750 watts, and establishes how and where these devices may be operated.
A motorized scooter (e-scooter) is a two-wheeled device with handlebars and a floorboard
designed to be stood upon while riding, powered by an electric motor or other source.

E-bike riders are generally subject to the same rights and responsibilities as traditional
bicyclists, including obeying traffic laws, speed regulations and safe passing rules. E-scooter
riders must also follow traffic laws, but are subject to additional requirements and restrictions
under California law, including speed limits, roadway limitations and operating rules.

CLASS 1 E-BIKE
Pedal assist
No throttle
Up to 20 MPH
No age limit
No driver’s license required
Allowed where bikes allowed
Helmet required if under 18 

CLASS 2 E-BIKE
Pedal or throttle assist or
push button 
Up to 20 MPH
No age limit
No driver’s license required
Allowed where bikes allowed
Helmet required if under 18 

CLASS 3 E-BIKE
Pedal assist
No throttle
Up to 28 MPH
Must be 16+ years old
No driver’s license required
Allowed where bikes allowed
Helmets required for all

Any e-bike or e-scooter that goes faster than 28 mph is NOT street legal. It is against the law in
California to modify or otherwise tamper with electric bicycles or scooters in a way that changes
the speed capability, unless the rider also changes their classification. Any other device is
considered an electric motorcycle and a driver’s license with a motorcycle endorsement is required
to ride it. They must also be ridden on the street and are not allowed on the bike lanes or paths.

E-SCOOTER
Maximum of 15 mph on any road
or path
Not allowed on roads with a speed
limit >25 MPH unless in a bike lane
No riding on sidewalks
No passengers
Must be 16+ years old
Driver’s permit or license required
Helmet required if under 18



TIPS 
FOR 
SAFE 
RIDING
We all share the
responsibility to
make sure all roads
and streets are safe
for everyone. This is
achieved by following
the rules of the road,
watching out for
others and using
courtesy while on 
the road. 

Wear a helmet. 
Identify hazards and 
be ready to react.

BE SAFE

Dress for safety and be seen.
Wear reflective clothing to 
be seen at night.

BE VISIBLE

Think ahead. Pay attention. 
Follow rules and road signs.
Follow traffic direction of travel.

BE AWARE

Ride in a safe and consistent
manner. Communicate with
hand and arm signals.

BE PREDICTABLE

www.chp.ca.gov
www.calbike.org
www.gosafelyca.org/media-toolkits
www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/two-wheel-vehicle-
operation

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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