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Commercial Business Application 

Please return this completed request to City of Davis Finance Department 

23 Russell Blvd, Suite 3 Davis, CA 95616 

Phone: (530) 757-5651   Email: financeweb@cityofdavis.org     

NOTICE TO APPLICANT 

Please Print Clearly 

 

Today’s Date: _______________ 

 

Address of Property:             

 

Legal Name of Property Owner (Name(s) Recorded on Deed)         

 If necessary, attach additional sheet, for full disclosure 

 

Primary Business Address:          Phone:      

 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________  

         Street, City, Zip 

 

Type of Business, please circle one:       Sole Proprietorship     Partnership     Corporation     LLC     LLP 

 

Corporations, please indicate your agent of service: _____________________________________________________________  

 

 Agents Mailing Address:     Phone:      

 

Resale Permit #: ____________________________  Health Permit #: ____________________________ 

 

Alcoholic Beverage Permit #: ________________________     Selling Tobacco or Tobacco Products:   YES  or  NO  

** Will this business involve cannabis, any product(s) of cannabis, or anything associated with cannabis?   YES  or  NO  

 

Other Licenses Pertaining to Your Business:    Email Address: _______________________ 

 

Number of Employees (including owners) who will be working in Davis: Full Time:  Part-Time: 

 

Business Opening Day: __________________  Emergency Number: ____________________________ 

Section 1: Rental Information (Completed by Owner of the Parcel) 

Information relating to gross receipts and/or computation of business license tax is confidential and is not subject to 

public record.  

Home Occupancy, Out-of-Town Businesses, Fraternal & Government Agencies 

License No.      

Control No.     

For Use by City of Davis Finance Only 

 

Date Received: ______________ Received By: ________________ Sewer Class: ________________ 

Name and Title Home Address, City & Zip Home Phone Number 

   

   

   

   

City Use Only 
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Section 4: Confirmation of Gross Receipts (Completed by Business) 

I declare under penalty and perjury that the foregoing is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 

               

Signature     Title              Date 

Section 2: Payment Calculation (Completed by Business) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

FOR BUSINESSES SUBJECT TO GROSS RECEIPTS 

Tax Group (from Business License Information Sheet):               (1)   

Gross Receipts Bracket (from Business License Information Sheet):   (2)     -                       

Business License Tax (from Business License Information Sheet):     (3)     

Registration Fee:           (4)  $10.00  

State Mandated Disability Access and Educations Revolving Fund:     (5)  $4.00  

Total Tax Due (Add Lines 3 through 5):       (6)    

          Checks made payable to City of Davis 

Federal ID Number or Social Security Number:     

New businesses must estimate their first-year or partial-year gross tax receipts. If your estimate is too low, you will receive a letter 

for the additional fee due based off your actual gross receipts from next year’s renewal. If your estimate is too high, you will receive 

a letter and a refund for the credit based off your actual gross receipts from next year’s renewal.  

In addition, first time applicants shall be charged a prorated fee based on the quarter of which the application was submitted. For 

more information, see Chapter 19.02.090 of the Davis Municipal Code.  

All reported business license gross receipts are subject to an audit by the Finance Revenue Division.  

All licenses expire DECEMBER 31ST OF EACH YEAR. All renewals are due, payable on January 1st and delinquent at 5:00pm 

January 31st. A 10% penalty will be assessed on the delinquent date and an additional 10% for each month delinquent thereafter. 

Visit our website for additional information: https://www.ci tyofdavis.org/business -license  

Disclosure to Applicant 

Section 3: Approval of Zoning (Only Completed if Business is Located in Davis) 

Is this a New Business:   YES  or  NO  

If “NO”, then complete the Former Business Name & Address:         

Is this a Commercial Location:   YES  or  NO  

Is this a Residential Location:   YES  or  NO  

If the property described above is RENTED OR LEASED, enter the name and address of property owner: 

               

City of Davis Smoking Ordinance 

It is the responsibility of employers to provide a smoke-free workplace for all employees, and to self-certify that their business 

complies with the no-smoking ordinance. Smoking is prohibited in all enclosed facilities within a place of employment without 

exception. 

Smoking is prohibited in all business places accessible to the public, including, but not limited to: restaurants; bars; outdoor 

seating areas; stairways; elevators; public restrooms; and all reception and waiting areas. 

Smoking is also prohibited within 20 feet of an area or building where smoking is prohibited. These areas include, but are not 

limited to: entrances and exits to enclosed public areas; indoor and outdoor seating provided by eating establishments and bars. 

Business establishments are required to place “No Smoking” signs with letters not less than one (1”) in height, or the international 

“No Smoking” symbol (a  pictorial representation of a burning cigarette enclosed in a red circle with a bar across it) at or near all 

entrances and other locations where smoking is  prohibited.   

Please note: This is intended as an overview of the Smoking Control Ordinance.  For a complete copy of the ordinance, or if you 

have any questions regarding the ordinance, please contact the City Clerk at (530) 757-5648 or visit www.cityofdavis.org. 

https://www.cityofdavis.org/business-license
http://www.cityofdavis.org


 

City of Davis Business License FAQ Sheet 

A reference sheet for Frequently Asked Questions that come up as the Business License Application is completed. 

Primary Business Name: This can be the owner’s name. If the business is going to be operated under a Fictitious Business Name, a 
Fictitious Name Statement may need to be filed with the Yolo County Recorder’s office. 

Primary Business Address: For businesses located in Davis this must be a physical address. No Post Office Box can be used as a 
primary business address. 

Type of Business: For Non-Profit, Fraternal, Governmental Agencies, Religious, or other businesses exempt from business license 
tax, complete Business License Payment Exemption form. 

Agent of Service: For corporations please list the name and address of the person authorized to act on behalf of the corporation. 

Federal ID Number or Social Security Number: This needs to be the same number used to file taxes for the business. 

State Resale Permit Number: Any business engaged in retail sales must obtain a Resale Permit (also called a “Seller’s Permit”) from 
the State Board of Equalization. 

Heath Permit Number: Any business engaged in the sale or handling of food must be inspected by the Yolo County Health 
Department, which will issue a Health Permit. 

Tobacco Permit: Selling tobacco or tobacco products you will need a Davis Tobacco Retail Permit the permits are issued by Yolo 
County Health Department Tobacco Prevention Program.  

Alcoholic Beverage Permit Number: Any business engaged in the sale of alcohol must obtain a permit from the State of California 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 

Number of employees: Please estimate the number of part and full time employees (including owners) who will be working in Davis. 
This information is used by the Community Development Department to assess parking needs. 

Business Opening Date: The date the business will begin operation in Davis. 

Tax Group: The Tax Group is determined by analyzing the name recognition, advertising, phone book classification, and principal 
business activities of the business. If the business activities fall in more than one group the owner has the option of purchasing 2 
business licenses or registering in the higher group and paying for the license based on that higher scale. Any shift in the above factors 
could result in a reclassification. See the back of this sheet for a complete listing of the Tax Groups. 

Gross Receipts Bracket: For a first year license you must estimate the gross receipts your business will generate for the remainder of 
the calendar year. For businesses located outside of Davis, only the gross receipts from the business in Davis is considered. For 
businesses located in Davis and doing work outside Davis, all gross receipts for the business are included. When the renewal is 
submitted at the end of the calendar year, the City will compare your estimate to the actual reported gross receipts to determine if 
further charges are due or if the business will get a refund. See the back of this sheet for the Gross Receipt Brackets and charges for 
each bracket. 

Home Occupancy: All businesses located in residential areas must comply with the restrictions described in the “Home Occupancy 
Requirements” sheet. 

Branch Licenses: If one owner or group of owners has more than one business within the city limits, one business can be the Primary 
Business and the other Branch Businesses. The financial records for all businesses must be kept on an integrated set of books and the 
taxes reported and filed to the IRS on a single tax return.  

 

 



Business Groups :     Business are categorized by the following: 

1. Group I - includes businesses such as: service stations, grocery stores, manufacturing, public utilities, automobile and 
motorcycle dealers, etc. food marts in Gas Stations etc.  
 

2. Group II - includes businesses such as: retail sales, residential leasing (2 units or more), commercial leasing, wholesale, 
artists, ambulance services commercial printing, finance, nursing homes, newspaper publications, restaurants, vending 
machines, trade schools, hotels, motels, apartments, trailer or mobile home parks, manufacturing, transporting persons, 
import/export, wholesale trade, etc. (See below for 5 or more) 
 

3. Group III - includes such businesses as: business and personal services; contractors; real estate agents, conducting 
concerts, lectures, tennis, other entertainment events; handypersons; handbill distribution, property management, 
equipment leasing, travel agencies, secretarial services, commercial and portrait photography, education/instruction, 
property developers, auto  service and repair, taxi, research & development, insurance agency (non-broker) sub-
contractor for cabs, bike cabs, computer tech etc. 
 

4. Group IV - includes professionals such as; attorneys, doctors, CPA's, consultants, therapists, massage therapists, graphic 
design,  real estate broker, interior design, web design, computer consultants and any other professional business 
requiring qualifying certification or licensing, etc. 
 

5. Miscellaneous Tax Group - includes such businesses as: transportation and trucking, dance halls, card rooms, circus, 
carnivals, concessions or rides for children, bankrupt closeout sales, Christmas tree and card sales, junk dealers, 
pawnbrokers, peddlers, solicitors, bazaars, craft fairs, etc.  * Special transportation tax for the delivery of soda, chips, 
gas etc:  motor vehicle tax 120.00 per vehicle plus the 10.00 registration fee or they can use the gross receipts based on 
the load value in a group II tax bracket. 
 

All Business Licenses expire December 31.  All Annual Business License Renewals are due January 1 
and are delinquent at 5:00 p.m. January 31.  All delinquent accounts are charged a 10% per 
month delinquent penalty. 

The current year gross receipts business license tax is based and computed on the prior calendar year's 
gross receipt sales. For businesses located outside Davis, only receipts generated in Davis will be 
used for this calculation. 

 
Rental Resources Fee: All multi-family rental properties are required to register with the City and 

designate a local contact within 50 miles of Davis. The annual fee is to cover costs associated with 
registration, education and program services. 

                                                   Fees listed is the total amount, not per unit. 

5 – 10    Units  $20.00 
11 – 19  Units  $50.00 

                                                                                          20 – 49  Units $75.00 
50  Plus  Units  $100.00 

 
                                                                 Business License Tax 

Gross Receipts 
 Bracket      Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
  

 $    0 -   9,999 $ 1.50  $ 3.00  $ 4.50  $ 9.00  
 10,000 - 19,999 4.50  9.00  13.50  27.00  
 20,000 - 29,999 7.50  15.00  22.50  45.00  
 30,000 - 39,999 10.50  21.00  31.50  63.00  
 40,000 - 49,999 13.50  27.00  40.50  81.00  
 50,000 - 59,999 16.50  33.00  49.50  99.00  
 60,000 - 69,999 19.50  39.00  58.50  117.00  
 70,000 - 79,999 22.50  45.00  67.50  135.00  
 80,000 - 89,999 25.50  51.00  76.50  153.00  
 90,000 - 99,999 28.50  57.00  85.50  171.00  
 100,000 - 109,999 31.50  63.00  94.50  189.00  
Plus For each additional $10,000 3.00  6.00  9.00                18.00  

 
This informational sheet is general information and not intended to be all-inclusive.  Should you have any questions pertaining to Business Licenses, Garbage or other City 

utilities, call City's Finance Department (530) 757-5651.  See City Code Chapter 19 for all-inclusive information. 
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ZONING PERMIT – COMMERCIAL 

Receiving a business license does not guarantee that you will be allowed to do your desired business in your chosen location. Building 

and Zoning laws can restrict types of businesses in specific areas. City of Davis Community Development Staff will review this 

information to determine if your chosen business is compatible with the zoning of your desired location.  You are responsible for 

ensuring that your business complies with all applicable building and accessibility codes.  Please see the Building Division in the 

Community Development Department for additional information.   

You are not permitted to begin business activity without approval of the City of Davis Community Development Department. 

Please type or print the following information: 

Business Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________  

Business Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________  

Description of Business:  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Applicant: _______________________________________________________ Phone:  _________________________________  

Applicant’s Home Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________  

Will your business have a sign? Y / N Size of proposed sign  ________________________________  

Will business sell alcohol? Y / N Has ABC approval been granted? _______________________  

Number of employees on premises during business hours:  ________ Number of customers on premises at any one time:  _______  

Will any chemicals be stored on the premises?  Y / N If yes, list the chemical and their quantity  

 1)  _____________________________ 2)  _________________________ 3) _______________________  

 4) : _____________________________ 5)  _________________________ 6)  _______________________  

Is there off-street parking for customers or employees?: Y / N Location: _______________________________________  

Number If yes, what is the number of parking spaces for customers? __________ Number of accessible spaces: _______________  

Will you have any commercial vehicles?: Y / N 

If yes, what are the number and types of vehicles that will be used, and where they will be parked  _________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Former use of premises, if known: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Other uses of property: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Approximate square footage of building or business space: _________________ Sq. ft 

Applicant's Signature:  ________________________________________ Date: ______________________________________  

Office use only below this line 

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Business is not approved because: ____________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Business approved but needs:  CUP Sign Approval Refer to Building ABC 

Application approved/not approved: ______________________________________________ Date _____________________  
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