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City of Davis 
Social Services Commission Meeting Minutes 

Council Chambers  
23 Russell Blvd, Davis, CA 95616 

Monday, October 20, 2025 
7:00 P.M.  

 
 
Commission Members:  Deanna Sverdlov (Chair), Sarah Brown-Blake (Vice 

Chair), Patrick Curzon, Konrad Franco, Chris 
Marcoux, Chris Ringer, Dillan Horton 

 
Commission Members Absent:  Judith Ennis 
 
Staff:   Dana Bailey, Director Social Services and Housing 

 Iris Grace, Affordable Housing Manager 
  Jennifer Block, Management Analyst 

 
1. Call to Order & Roll Call  

Chair Sverdlov called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.                                                          
 
2. Approval of Agenda 

Approval of the October 20, 2025 meeting agenda was moved by Horton, seconded 
by Curzon. Motion passed by the following vote: 

             

AYES: Sverdlov, Brown-Blake, Curzon, Franco, Marcoux, Ringer, Horton 
NOES: None                                
ABSENT: Ennis 

 
3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons 

Sverdlov: Yolo Works is holding a Job Fair this Thursday, October 23 at the Civic 
Center Galleria in West Sacramento 
 
Horton: Recalled the creation of the City Social Services Department creation was 
four years ago yesterday. 
 

4. Public Comment 
Ari Halberstadt: Spoke about energy systems and in support of more affordable 
electricity within the City.   

 
5. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of the September 15, 2025 Regular Meeting Commission Minutes 
Approval of the September 15, 2025 meeting minutes moved by Horton, Curzon 
seconded by. Motion passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Sverdlov, Brown-Blake, Curzon, Franco, Marcoux, Ringer, Horton 
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NOES: None                                
ABSENT: Ennis 

 
6. Action Items 

A. Public Hearing: Amendment to 500 S Street (The Lumberyard) Affordable 
Housing Plan. 

Iris Grace presented the Amendment to The Lumberyard Affordable Housing Plan. 
She mentioned that the number of affordable units should be 11 and not 12. The 
 Affordable Housing Plan approved by the Planning Commission 
was for 11 units. The revised plan would keep 11 affordable units, but would 
improve the mix to better serve the student population. Staff is 
recommending approval of the amended affordable housing plan. 

 

Commissioners asked for clarification on the change from 12 to 11 units and how 
it made it better for students. (Grace: The renegotiation from 12 to 11 was done to 
get some larger units that serve more individuals since more beds serves more 
individuals. The previous plan would serve 22 individuals and the amended plan 
serves 28 and serve the very low-income levels). 

 

Commissioners asked if the properties are deed restricted? For sale or rental 
units? (Grace: The affordable units will be deed restricted and rental units).  

 

Commissioners asked about the bed calculation (Grace: When calculated by the 
bed you can get more than one person in a single bedroom). 

 

Commissioners asked about the applicable inclusionary requirement for rental 
units. When the application was submitted was there a lower rate for affordable? 
(Eric Lee, City Planner: The project falls under SB 330, which at the time of 
application was a 5% affordable requirement for a mixed-use project). 

 

There was an in-depth conversation about SB 330 and the wording in the bill about 
a project being substantially revised or not and if the project plan for the project 
was substantially revised. There were several questions about who makes the 
decision on whether or not a revision to the plan is considered substantial or not. 
(City staff agreed that the language is subjective with a lot of gray areas, but that 
the proposed changes involved the interior layout and did not affect the number of 
units or project density in a substantial way. Staff in the Planning Department are 
the individuals who make this decision and the changes to the plan were not 
considered substantial. Changes involved minor items such as the 
number of windows, minor square footage changes, adjustments in the unit 
types, and interior utility areas. Partida agreed that the term is squishy and 
that the decision about the term substantially revised would not be a Council 
decision, but a decision made at staff level. She thanked commissioners for 
bringing up the subject). 
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Partida asked about the term deeper affordability, will more people be served 
or is there a lower affordability option? Are all units for very low or some with low? 
(Lee: The Planning Commission approved 5% very low) 

 

Commissioners questioned whether the affordable aspect is equivalent to what 
was previously planned? (Grace: Yes, no major changes). 

 

Commissioners asked how the decisions on the revisions were decided and how 
the numbers were decided? (Grace and Lee referred to the developer and invited 
him to speak). 

 

Doug Buzbee (developer representative) provided background on the project. The 
original proposed project was to not be strictly student focused, but in raising 
capital for the project was difficult. The developer recently partnered with another 
developer and the project was reoriented to be more financially viable. Renting by 
the bedroom versus by the unit accommodates more people. Mr. Buzbee 
explained the inclusionary housing ordinance has a provision for downtown 
projects with mixed use of 5% low income. Further along in the project the 
developer needed to use the Density Bonus provision and to achieve this the 
affordable has to be 5% at very low. 

 

Public Comment: 

Jeffrey Stalnik: Spoke in concern for individuals with Section 8 vouchers which are 
going to be hit hard and individuals may lose their housing.    

 

There was a motion to approve Affordable Housing Plan #4.25. Motion by: Horton, 
seconded by Brown-Blake. 
 

AYES: Sverdlov, Brown-Blake, Curzon, Franco, Marcoux, Ringer, Horton 

NOES: None                                

ABSENT: Ennis 

 

B. Discussion: Social Services Commission work plan review and 
update. 

Bailey went over the Social Services Commission charge, the 2023 Work 
Plan objectives and 2024 proposed activities in preparation. If the 
commission is interested in developing a workplan she can assign a 
subcommittee. The workplan would need Council approval.    

 

Brown-Blake made a motion to create a Work Plan subcommittee, 
seconded by Horton. 

 

There was expressed concern with the limited amount of time and 
resources. Subcommittee members would have to work outside of 
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meetings. The last workplan was written and presented, but was not 
revisited over the year. It was decided that the subcommittee members 
would need to brainstorm between now and the next meeting and present 
a draft in November that the full commission can whittle down. 

 

It was asked whether or not single items would need to be approved by 
council if the workplan is approved by Council. (Pardita: Only items with 
thoughts to policy). 

 

Horton and Curzon volunteered to be on the subcommittee. Others can 
volunteer to join in at a later time.   

 

Public Comment: 

None 

 

7. Regular Items 
A. 2025 Subcommittee Reports 

There are no subcommittee reports. 
 

B. Liaison Reports 
Commissioners requested agency contact information and also expressed issues 
in getting a hold of agencies to schedule visits. (Bailey will send out contact lists 
and reach out to agencies).    

 
C. FY 2025 Planning and Long-Range Calendar 

Bailey reviewed the Planning and Long-Range Calendar. The calendar will be 
updated with holidays. Commissioners can request to have items added. 
 
Commissioners asked whether or not there would be a November meeting and if 
the December meeting might be a recess. (Bailey: The November meeting is 
scheduled for the 17th and the December meeting might be a possible checkpoint 
for the workplan. December meeting to be determined). 

 
Pardita asked about the possibility of moving the commission meetings to an 
earlier time. Commission members discussed and agreed to have meetings start 
at 6:30pm, effective in November. 
 
It was asked to add the discussions of Chair and Vice-Chair to the calendar. 
(Bailey: This will be add the discussion to the calendar). 

 
Public comment: 
None 
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8. Commission and Staff Communication 
A. Development Projects and Affordable Housing Properties Update 

Bailey provided an update on the City affordable housing properties. There are a 
total of seven houses for sale. Four properties were sold in the open market and 
five are on the market in the City’s right of first refusal period. The City has 
updated the website and sent out a marketing blast to encourage qualified 
individuals to get added to the waitlist.  
 
Partida questioned if the properties sold at market rate are still deed restricted? 
(Bailey: Yes). 
 
How do the houses sold at market rate help with equity? (Bailey: The buyer 
doesn’t need to meet the income limits, but when it is time to sell, the buyer does 
not sell at market rate). 

 
B. Social Services and Housing Department Update 

Commission-Palooza 
Bailey thanked commissioners for attending Commission-Palooza, the joint 
commission meeting regarding a proposed amendment to Measure J/R/D.  
 
Commissioners members agreed it was a good process overall, but expressed 
some confusion and thought the process could have been better explained and 
executed. 
 
Respite Center 
Downtown Streets Team, the operator of the 
Respite Center, has dissolved and gone out of business. Two staff members 
from Downtown Streets Team have elected to stay to help keep the center open. 
An RFP for a new operator has been released and the City will hopefully have a 
new operator in January. The Respite Center is closed for a few days while in 
transition, but clients have been informed. 
 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
With the government closure funding is unknown. The City is waiting to see what 
will happen.   
 
Pacifico 
The County is pausing on the CalWorks project as it 
addresses funding issues. The City is exploring options for the site. 
 
Affordable Housing 
Bailey and Grace will be proving an Affordable Housing update to the City 
Council at tomorrow’s Council meeting. 

 
Public Comment:  
None 
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9.  Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.


