Allegra Silberstein, former Davis Poet Laureate (2010-2012)

On March 2, 2010 the Davis City Council declared Allegra Silberstein as the first
honorary City of Davis Poet Laureate. She has been a resident of Davis for the past 50+
years and is a retired teacher of the Davis Joint Unified School District, where poetry
was an important part of her curriculum.

Allegra is an accomplished poet with over 100 publications and numerous awards.
During her two-year term, she participated in over 75 readings and workshops,
created the Davis Poetry Anthology, and established a fund for future Poet Laureates.
She facilitated a monthly poetry reading series called The Other Voice, which allowed
local poets to read their work and be heard by an appreciative audience. The Davis
community greatly benefited from her dedication to enriching lives through written
word and performance.

Rapture

Open window, fluttering curtain rapture,
silent spiral, miracles easy keeper—
cedar spirit centuries mindful fragrance,

heart in its passage.

Angels enter willingly. Bending earthward
they sing their song joyously on this sweet day,
yet | tremble. This is too soon for summons.

Hold me to this day.



