
 

Julia B. Levine, former Davis Poet Laureate (2021-2024) 

Julia Levine is an accomplished poet and clinical psychologist who is passionately 
committed to both poetry and reducing the impacts of global warming as well as 
working towards ecological justice. She is a long-time resident of Davis who has 
worked on efforts to support Tree Davis, Yolo Land Trust, Cool Davis and 
Tuleyome.  She has been published in top tier literary journals, including 
Ploughshares, The Southern Review, Prairie Schooner, and the American Poetry 
Journal, as well as several important anthologies. Levine’s long list of poetry awards 
include the Northern California Book Award in Poetry: 2015, the Tiferet Annual Writing 
Contest First Prize: 2018, the Public Poetry Grand Prize: 2019, and the Bellevue Literary 
Review Marica and Jan Vilcek Prize in Poetry: 2020.  Levine has worked with diverse 
populations as a poetry instructor at institutions throughout the country, including 
several of our region’s schools: UC Davis, California State University Sacramento, and 
University of Pacific, Stockton. In 2002, she was a poet-in-residence in the UCD 
watershed project, directed by Professor David Robertson.  

Levine was selected for recommendation by a review committee consisting of 
members of the Civic Arts Commission and the public. The Civic Arts Commission 
passed forward this recommendation to the City Council, who approved Levine’s 
nomination in the summer of 2021.  

  



Work in Davis, as Poet Laureate: 

 

4th of July, 2024, Poet Laureate's Selection 

If you would like to read Dear America, the poem Julia Levine wrote and selected to 
be read at this year's 4th of July event at Community Park, please click the the link 
below.  

Please be aware that this poem references political violence. 

Dear America 

In Memory of David Breaux 
 
At the vigil for David Breaux that took place at the Compassion Bench on Sunday, 
April 30, Davis Poet Laureate Julia Levine prepared and read a poem, Letter to a Lost 
Friend.  Some have requested access to the written piece of poetry.  If you would like 
to see a PDF version, you may choose to click here. 

Please be aware that the content of the poem may be emotionally challenging, with 
potentially sensitive content or triggering words.  We thank Julia for her presence and 
contribution at the vigil.  The arts serve as a way to help us process, come together, 
and heal.     

Hope River 

View this video from "It's Your Voice" podcast of W4CY Radio to learn more about Julia 
Levine's recent poetry project with Da Vinci Junior High School students and teachers. 

Hear what happens when you take kids' anxiety about climate change seriously and 
offer them hope through presentations by local innovators, researchers, professionals, 
regarding successful approaches to mitigate global warming, as well as offer them an 
art form (poetry) to express their feelings. 

Read the article about Hope River from The Dirt HERE. 

 

https://www.cityofdavis.org/home/showpublisheddocument/19471/638557728363230000
https://www.cityofdavis.org/home/showpublisheddocument/18441/638187938514670000
https://www.cityofdavis.org/home/showpublisheddocument/18441/638187938514670000
https://www.cityofdavis.org/home/showpublisheddocument/18441/638187938514670000
https://youtu.be/abQJ0jXieuA
https://thedirt.online/coping-with-climate-change-through-poetry/

