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City of Davis 
Social Services Commission Meeting Minutes 

Council Chambers  
23 Russell Blvd, Davis, CA 95616 

Monday, May 19, 2025 
7:00 P.M.  

 
 
Commission Members:  Sarah Brown-Blake (Vice Chair), Rachael Fulp-

Cooke, Judith Ennis, Chris Ringer, Deanna Sverdlov 
(Chair), Justine Villanueva, Judy Wong-Chen 

 
Commission Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff:   Dana Bailey, Director Social Services and Housing 
  Thomas McNairn, Associate Planner – Community 

 Development  

 
1. Call to Order & Roll Call  

The meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
Approval of the May 19, 2025 meeting agenda was moved by Brown-Blake and 
seconded by Fulp-Cooke. Motion passed by the following vote: 

 

AYES: Brown-Blake, Fulp-Cooke, Ennis, Ringer, Sverdlov, Villanueva, Wong-Chen  
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons 

None 
 

4. Public Comment 

Commenter Carol Gavin raised concerns about the former Davis Bridge program at 
the Anderson Drake Apartments. Specifically, a request was made to investigate the 
program and operator particularly as some tenants were members of a protected 
class.  
 

5. Consent Calendar 
A. Approval of the April 28, 2025 Regular Meeting Commission Minutes 

Approval of the April 28, 2025 meeting minutes with an edit to note correct 
spelling of Commissioner Wong-Chen’s name and to note Commissioner Fulp-
Cooke’s absence. Moved by Fulp-Cooke, seconded by Ringer. Motion passed by 
the following vote: 
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AYES: Brown-Blake, Fulp-Cooke, Ennis, Ringer, Sverdlov, Villanueva, Wong-
 Chen 

NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
6. Action Items 

A. 1616 DaVinci Court Affordable Housing Plan  

Chair Sverdlov opened the public hearing for this item at 7:12pm. Thomas McNairn 
provided the background and overview of the 1616 DaVinci Court affordable 
housing project. This project is subject to ministerial review and no further review 
by the Planning Commission is required. Developer Wesley Walker provided detail 
about how the project, now called “The Leonardo”, will serve residents making 60-
80% of Area Median Income. A project partner includes the Yolo County Housing 
Authority(YCH)  through regulatory agreement, and a multi-modal rental approach 
allows options for flexibility should tenants no longer income-qualify for their 
occupied unit.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Commenter Carol Gavin asked how the developer will address ADA accessibility, 
and how affordable unit locations were dispersed on the property.  The developer 
noted each unit is ADA compliant and clustering of units is avoided as the units 
are rented as they become available. The commenter expressed concerns about 
the asset qualification process and suggested the units be marketed as student 
family housing as an opportunity for a shared experience.   
 
Commenter Elizabeth Jackson asked how the project would be marketed as 
affordable to students or to low-income residents once they become available. 
The developer explained the project would be simply marketed as available 
housing, but would work directly with the YCH waitlist outreach to those that are 
low-income and encourage them to apply through the general process. Pre-
screening of all applications will determine if an applicant could qualify for a 
restricted unit.  
  
DISCUSSION: 
It was asked if there had been any consideration of reserving very low and low-
income qualifying units (15 low/ 5 very low).  The developer explained it was not 
feasible to commit to this on a programmatic level for services or a costs level in 
the current capital market.  
 
It was asked if there was any idea of how many 2-3 bedroom units would be 
available. The current offering is 42 two bedroom units, 155 one-bedroom units 
and 168 studio units. There was a question if more two bedroom units could be 
made available if there is demand for that size. The developer will get back to 
planning with the answer. 
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It was asked if the project would market to the YCH waitlist. The developer 
responded yes, as the regulatory agreement provides for a welfare exemption.  
 
It was asked if there are preferences for Davis residents. The developer 
responded law does not allow this.  
 
It was asked if the project is guaranteed to receive the density bonus and if the 
property is on one parcel or two. The developer responded yes to the density 
bonus question and the two parcels aid in receiving the density bonus.  
 
The developer was asked to clarify how the floating unit model worked, to explain 
the process to income qualified for a unit and the process if a tenant no longer 
income qualified for the unit they occupy. A brief explanation was provided along 
with a note that YCH would assist in determining eligibility by conducting annual 
certifications. The developer also provided a high-level explanation of affordable 
housing financing and associated costs.   

 
Commission members were approving of the project, and expressed pleasure 
with the developer’s creation of a higher number of low-income units but 
expressed they would have liked to have seen very low-income units included.  
Commission members requested progress updates on how the floating unit 
model as applied to the project is working as it moves forward.  
 
There was a motion to approve Affordable Housing Plan #03-24 for the DaVinci 
Count project (PA #24-54). Motion made by Ringer, seconded by Fulp-Cooke.  
 
AYES: Brown-Blake, Ennis, Fulp-Cooke, Ringer, Sverdlov, Villanueva, Wong-

 Chen 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
 
The public hearing closed at 8:16pm.  

 

7. Regular Items 
A. 2025 Subcommittee Reports 

1. Community Navigator Initiative subcommittee 
Commissioner Ringer reported that the subcommittee is conducting 
interviews of homeless services providers to learn more about the outreach 
landscape. Next steps will be to interview people with lived experience of 
homelessness. The subcommittee also received clarification from the 
Councilmembers Neville and Vaitla on the community navigator concept and 
expectations of the subcommittee.  
 
Public Comment: 
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Commenter Carol Gavin suggested more information about available services 
be provided to the housing insecure and that YCH be assessed for its 
housing referral and application process.  
 

B. Liaison Reports 
 None.  
 

C. FY 2025 Planning and Long-Range Calendar 

 There was a request to invite the Davis Joint Unified School District (DJUSD) to 
 present on their findings the impact of declining enrollment in Davis and their 
 vision for affordable housing. 
 
8. Commission and Staff Communication 

A. Development Projects and Affordable Housing Properties Update 

Ms. Bailey reported there are two affordable properties currently for sale on the 
city’s portfolio and two anticipated for listing. In 2025, three homes have sold in 
the portfolio. One home sold to a qualified buyer on the waitlist and two to buyers 
not required to income/asset qualify. Staff intends to return to the Commission 
with an update on the Affordable Homeownership process and potential updates 
later this year.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

 
B. Social Services and Housing Department Update 

Dana Bailey provided Social Services and Housing Department updates 
including: 
 

 Staff gave a brief update on the Pacifico project. County GSA is moving 
forward to complete the architectural plan set.  Having secured its HOME-
ARP allocation from HUD, the City is working with the County to complete 
pre-development projects required prior to construction.  

 Dana Bailey noted that May was declared Affordable Housing month in 
Davis and Commissioner Ennis accepted a proclamation on behalf of 
Davis Community Action Network (Davis CAN).  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Commenter Carol Gavin suggested more public/private partnerships be explored 
in affordable housing development. She also suggested a stronger partnership 
with UC Davis in support of affordable housing development.  

 
9.  Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 8:54pm. 


