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Books on Bikes Activities & Resources 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Writing: 
• Create a Travel Brochure [ages 9-12] 

- Have students research a location mentioned in the book to create a travel brochure. Have students use illustra-
tions to support their descriptions of their location and their bike. Students should include sources and utilize 
headings to organize their brochures.  

• My Bike Journey 

- Have students write a narrative about the journey of going to school on a bike using specific details and temporal 
words to create a timeline of events. [ages 4-12] 

- Have students personify a bike and write a narrative about a journey from the perspective of the bike. Have the 
bike character respond to specific challenges and create an experience. Examples: The Useful Bike, The Adven-
turous Bike, The Mountain Bike. [ages 4-8] 

• Mystery Graphic Novel (Bikes and Bullies by Michael Bryan Swartz) [ages 9-12] 

- While riding your bike home from school, you notice a small door on a tree. As you continue riding, we see three 
more doors. What happens when you open one? What do you see? Have students use domain-specific vocabulary 
and figurative language to create a graphic novel on the template. 

Reading Literature: 
• Compare-Contrast Bike Books [ages 4-12] 

- As a whole class activity on the board, or individually on a handout, have students compare and contrast two of 
the books on biking they read and record the results in a venn diagram.  

Language: 
• Make Predictions (Curious George rides a bike by H.A. Rey) [ages 4-8] 

- Ask students to make predictions about the story. What do you think George will do on his bicycle? Do you think 
George will keep close to the house like the man told him to? Do you think George will do a good job delivering all 
the papers? What do you think George will do with the papers he didn’t deliver? What do you think George Will 
do with his broken bike?   

•Wheel Poem [ages 9-12] 

- Give each student an outline of a wheel with a center hub and about four or five spokes radiating out to the rim. 
The type of bike goes in the hub. They then write descriptive words or phrases about the bike or riding the bike on 
the spokes of the wheel. Bind the poems into a wheel-shaped book.  

• Feelings Poem [ages 9-12] 

- Have students write a list poem about everything they feel when they are riding a bike using sensory details and 
synonyms. Have students draw their bike on the poem, or things they see when they are riding. 

• Poetry Unit (Angels Ride Bikes & Other Fall Poems by Francisco X. Alarcon) [ages 9-12] 

- For a full poetry unit focusing on Mexican American Communities with themes of  seasonal change and transitions 
go to:  https://www.leeandlow.com/images/pdfs/The_Magical_Cycle_of_the_Seasons_Poetry_Collection.pdf 
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ADDITIONAL WEB RESOURCES 
 
Curious George rides a bike by H.A. Rey 
Teacher’s Guide: https://teacher.scholastic.com/products/westonwoods/study_guides/curious_george_rides_a_bike.pdf 

Word List: https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/curious-george-rides-bike-word-list  

  

La Bicicleta Nueva by Darcy Day Zoells 

Quizlet Flash Cards: https://quizlet.com/838741667/la-bicicleta-guide-practice-flash-cards/  
 

Gus and Grandpa and the Two-Wheeled Bike by Claudia Mills 

Teacher’s Guide: https://school.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi/tb.cgi?tid=26583  

 

Bikes and Bullies by Michael Bryan Swartz 

Teacher’s Guide: http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/time-bike 

The Great Bike Rescue by Hazel Hutchins 
Teacher’s Guide: https://lib.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=38220  

 

HISTORY & SOCIAL SCIENCE 
• Bike Timeline (The Bicycle Man by Allen Say) [ages 9-12] 

- Have students create a timeline of the evolution of bikes using pictures they draw or locate. Discuss with students 
some of the problems associated with early models (e.g., some had no pedals, so people walked them until they 
came to a downhill slope). Have students reference their timeline as they write up an informational paragraph 
about bike history using chronological terms such as: past, present, future, decade, century, and generation. 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 
• Act it Out (Duck on a Bike by David Shannon) [ages 4-8] 

- Have students select a character and create an animal masks on paper plates or paper bags. Have students act out 
the story in groups and ask them how their character responded to challenges brought up in the story or potential 
problems they may face.  

• Bike to School Posters [ages 9-12] 

- Have students promote biking to school using digital images they research, or their own original artwork. Add 
messages of the benefits of biking to school and support their statements with research and data.  

• Print out bike coloring sheets for students to draw accessories on, or label bike parts. [ages 4-8] 

 
MATHEMATICS 

• Bike Map [ages 9-12] 

- Have students map out their route to school on a bike using Safe Routes To School Maps online or printed out. 
Use the map scale to identify the appropriate units and calculate how far they travel. https://www.cityofdavis.org/
city-hall/public-works-engineering-and-transportation/bike-pedestrian-program/bike-map-and-suggested-routes-
to-school-maps 

mailto:lterry@cityofdavis.org
mailto:rhartsough@cityofdavis.org
https://teacher.scholastic.com/products/westonwoods/study_guides/curious_george_rides_a_bike.pdf
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/curious-george-rides-bike-word-list
https://quizlet.com/838741667/la-bicicleta-guide-practice-flash-cards/
https://school.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi/tb.cgi?tid=26583
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/time-bike
https://lib.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=38220
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/public-works-engineering-and-transportation/bike-pedestrian-program/bike-map-and-suggested-routes-to-school-maps
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/public-works-engineering-and-transportation/bike-pedestrian-program/bike-map-and-suggested-routes-to-school-maps
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/public-works-engineering-and-transportation/bike-pedestrian-program/bike-map-and-suggested-routes-to-school-maps


B
o

o
k 

Ti
tl

e
: 

Si
m

ila
ri

ti
e

s 

 
 

V
e

n
n

 D
ia

gr
am

 



 

 

 

  
  

 

  

Wheel Poem  

 In the center of the wheel, the hub, write down a type of bike. At the end of each 
spoke, write down a word that describes how you feel, what you see, or what you 
think about when you ride a bike.  


