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Safe and quick access to fire hydrants is critical to successful firefighting operations. Included 
below is information on how property owners can assist the City to ensure nothing gets in the 
way of public safety

Yes, California Fire Code requires a standard three-foot 
clearance around fire hydrants. However, even with this 
clearance, vegetation in front and to the sides of a 
hydrant can obscure it’s view from firefighters when they 
are driving past, looking for a hydrant in an emergency. It 
is extremely important that fire hydrants are always 
clearly visible from the street. For this reason, the 
requirement of a "window" of visibility was added to the 
Davis Municipal Code [Section 13.01.040(c)] to ensure 
that hydrants can be seen from a distance.
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More information on City water 
infrastructure can be found 

online at Water.CityofDavis.org

A clear space of 36 inches (914 mm) shall be maintained 
around each hydrant. The space shall be measured from 
the center of the hydrant in a circle with a radius of 36 
inches. In addition, a clear space defined by a sector of 
90-degree arc shall be maintained to the street or location 
where a fire engine will connect to the hydrant. Vegetation 
or obstructions less than 6 inches (150 mm) above grade 
shall be disregarded, however firefighting activities can 
destroy any landscaping in front of the hydrant.

What are the Davis requirements for 
clearance around fire hydrants?

Doesn’t the State have requirements for clearance 
around fire hydrants? 
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