
Contextual Map:
 Include identification of existing trees on and off site within 15 feet of your project boundaries 
 Identification of construction access points and  equipment storage

Site Plan:
 Include dimensioned landscape areas that show locations of tree wells

Conceptual Landscape Plans:
Include the location of all trees and a legend that identifies: 
 If the tree is a City tree, accent tree, canopy shade tree, parking lot

tree or other tree
 All species proposed for planting, including scientific name (genus and 

species) and common name, size at planting and at maximum growth 
and tree identification is consistent throughout the application package 
(including arborist reports and drawings).

 Show clearly (via a circle around the tree) any existing tree plus dripline. 
 Show clearly (via an X across the trunk) any existing trees proposed for 

removal. 
 Show delineations between proposed private and public trees.
 Species Selection:

 Must be a species from an approved City of Davis Climate Ready Tree Species List
 Must follow the species diversity 10-20-30 rule (see below)

Parking Lot Shading Plan
 All parking areas included for the calculation should be shaded. 
 A Parking Lot Shading Plan must be included separately from the landscape plan and cannot be 

counted towards required mitigation.
 The Plan must clearly show all surfaced areas included in the calculation. A surface area square 

footage amount shall be indicated.
 Tree canopies should be illustrated using the canopy size at 15 years and the percentage of shade 

for each tree clearly indicated using shading or other graphic representation.
 Provide a shade calculation table identifying the quantity and type of trees used and the 

corresponding percentage of shade credited to each tree.

Conceptual Grading Plan
 All trees should be clearly labeled with their associated driplines, and designations as trees to be 

removed, including those within 15 feet of the project boundary and within the public right of way. 

See reverse side of this flier for recommendations on tree placement and key 
considerations for optimal tree growth.

The 10-20-30 rule: The 10-20-30 rule is a guideline to reduce the risk of catastrophic 
tree loss due to pests.  The rule suggests an urban tree population should include no 
more than 10% of any one species, 20% of any one genus or 30% of any family. 

New Development Projects and Trees
Things to keep in mind when proposing new development projects

Are you currently working on, or considering to propose a new development requiring a discretionary 
entitlement such as a tentative map or a design review that will include trees? If you’re replacing, removing 
and/or planting trees, here are some key things to keep in mind while preparing your application so the City’s 
Urban Forestry staff can efficiently review your project: 
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Tree Questions? 
To find out if a particular tree is a street tree, or for any other tree-related questions, please contact 
the Urban Forestry Division at 530-757-5633 or CityTrees@CityofDavis.org

Public Works Utilities and Operations
Urban Forestry

CityTrees@CityofDavis.org  |  530-757-5633

Dedicated to our Urban Canopy: The City has a 40-year Urban Forest Management Plan 
approved in March 2023. The UFMP has a goal for zero net loss of tree canopy over the 
next 40 years, which will require a public/private partnership to achieve. Together, we 
can reach our goals and have a thriving urban forest canopy for generations to come. 

@GreenerDavis

• Ensure that trees are placed to allow for adequate site clearance and 
line of sight for traffic at streets, alleys and driveways. The minimum 
distance from the intersection of street curbs must be 35 feet and 
trees should not be planted closer than 10 feet to the nearest alley or 
driveway (could vary by species).

• Review site plans and ensure that trees planted in parking areas are 
protected from car overrun.

• Avoid the use of landscape fabric as that limits the exchange of 
oxygen in the soil and can slowly kill trees.

• Plan to use natural mulch (woodchips, bark mulch, etc.) onsite 
around trees. Mulch cools the soil, retains moisture and contributes to 
healthy soils. Avoid using rock mulch as that will heat the soil, killing 
tree roots.

Remember the Establishment Period
• Plan for the current and future water use needs of newly planted 

trees. Trees need five years of age-appropriate watering and pruning 
to thrive. As they mature, they will need less frequent but deeper 
irrigation.

Other Considerations Regarding Trees & 
Developments

Trees Grow: 
Keep in mind 
how trees 
grow when 
considering 
placement. 

If you are planning to plant trees as part of your project, there are some very important things to keep 
in mind in order to ensure the future success of the tree and limit potential challenges in the future.

• Newly planted trees may be protected by developer agreements and/or City code and can 
require permits to do future tree maintenance and/or removals.

• Select trees that are appropriate for the area and for site conditions (soil type, tree height at 
planting and mature height, location of structures, etc.). Consider the amount and type of debris 
that a tree may leave and make sure that it’s appropriate with the surrounding areas. This should 
also include consideration of potential pests and pest by-products. 

• Ensure that there is adequate spacing for the tree from other trees, structures, 
utilities and hardscapes at projected mature size.

Key Things to Consider About Tree Placement
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Ownership Obligations


