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MAINTAINING THE
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

The City’s Streets Division maintains and operates the City’s road infrastructure for the safe 
and efficient use by pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and public transit users. 

The division responsibilities include:
• Electrical maintenance of all City facilities
• Street, parking lot, bike path and park lighting
• Traffic signal maintenance
• Street, bike path and parking lot maintenance
• Sidewalk, curb and gutter maintenance
• Sign installation and maintenance
• Hazardous materials clean up and disposal
• Provide traffic control assistance for                                                                                       

City-sponsored special events
• Right-of-way maintenance                                                                                                        

(fences, bollards, etc.)
• Bike rack installation and maintenance

Did You Know?: During the pandemic Streets Division staff assisted area businesses by 
providing temporary barricades and signage for outdoor seating and curbside pick-up. 

By the Numbers
Davis’ transportation infrastructure 
consists of:
165 miles of streets
275 miles of sidewalks
54 miles of on-street bike lanes
55 miles of separate mixed-use paths
29 grade-separated bicycle/pedestrian 
crossings
67 traffic signals
Over 4,500 street and path lights
Over 200 lane miles of striping and 
pavement markings
Over 20,000 signs

Staffing
The Streets Division consists of two units:

The Streets Crew
Maintains existing infrastructure for 
vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians.
Electrician Crew
Maintains City traffic signals, pedestrian 
signals, buttons and sensors, City 
pathways and street lights. 
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MAINTAINING THE
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

Our Streets crews are responsible for maintaining our sidewalks, streets and pathways. It’s a big job, 
but they’re up for the task. A crew comprised of seven staff are responsible for the maintenance of 
places where we walk, bike and drive. 

Striping
The Streets crew repaints faded curbs, 
crosswalks and public parking stall lines 
when needed.  

Did You Know?: When applying 
fresh paint to lines for traffic lanes, a 
sparkly grit is added on top of the 
fresh paint to make it more reflective.

Why is the pavement being torn up?
It can be frustrating to see a section of smooth pavement 
being dug up by machinery, but sometimes, that's 
unavoidable. Our main City utilities (water, wastewater and 
stormwater pipes) run underground and underneath the 
streets and sidewalks we use everyday! If there’s any needed 
maintenance or repair, the pavement will need to be cut in 
order to access the underground pipes. After the required 
maintenance and repair work is done, the pavement is 
patched as well as possible until a final repair can be made, 
generally as a larger capital improvement project.

Fixing sidewalks and pathways
Streets crews assess lifted sidewalks and pathways to 
make sure they are safe for pedestrian travel. Over 
time, things in the ground like tree roots and soils can 
shift, leading to sidewalks and pathways no longer 
being smooth and level. Street crews will find ways to 
fix the sidewalks so that it will not present tripping 
hazards. Sometimes sidewalks can be ground down; 
other times added pavement can create a gentle 
ramp over the lifted portion of the walkway.
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WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
WHICH PUBLIC WORKS?

There are two City departments that handle street infrastructure: 
Public Works Utilities and Operations and Public Works Engineering and 
Transportation. The Chart below describes the differences between the 
two and their role in street infrastructure.

Public Works 
Utilities & 

Operations

Public Works 
Engineering & 

Transportation

PWWeb@CityofDavis.org
530-757-5686

PWETWeb@CityofDavis.org
530-747-5846

Performs operational and 
maintenance activities for the 

City’s current infrastructure

Works on new development, 
redevelopment Capital 
Improvement projects

Repaints faded and worn curbs Considers requests for new 
paintings of curbs

Performs sidewalk maintenance & 
trip hazards

New sidewalk installation and 
ADA-accessible curb and gutter 

improvements

Patching potholes and 
maintenance holes

Road repaving and resurfacing 
projects

Maintenance of street lights and 
traffic signals

Replacement and installation new 
of street lights and traffic lights

Repainting faded striping on 
streets and bike lanes

Changing the striping of roads 
and bike lanes and painting new 

lines on new pavements

What is “Street 
Infrastructure?” 

It’s much more than just 
streets! Street 
infrastructure also 
includes curbs, sidewalks, 
gutters, bike paths, signs, 
traffic signals, street lights, 
bike/pedestrian under 
and over crossings, etc.
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POTHOLE PATCHING
Potholes
Potholes are isolated failures in asphalt pavement 
where material is missing and traffic passing over the 
weakened areas causes the pavement to break 
apart. Potholes are formed by water, traffic, excessive 
heat, freeze-thaw cycles and wear and tear over time. 
Areas where the drainage is poor and there is heavy 
traffic are more prone to potholes.
Report potholes for repair
Potholes can be reported via the MyDavis App or the City’s online service request system. You can also 
report a pothole by calling 530-757-5686 or sending an email to PWWeb@CityofDavis.org.

Road Repair
There are three pavement treatment types - pavement preservation, 
pavement rehabilitation and pavement reconstruction. Other than the 
filling of potholes and other small temporary fixes, all permanent 
road repair is performed as capital improvements by the Public 
Works Engineering and Transportation Department.
When is a pothole not a pothole? Roadway damage or issues that can 
act like a pothole when you’re driving, but are not actually potholes, 
include faulting, when there is a difference in the elevation across a 
joint of the roadway, or pavement failure, which is cracked, broken, 
depressed or sunken pavement. These types of issues cannot be 
repaired like a pothole, and are forwarded to the Public Works 
Engineering & Transportation Department for future projects. 
What other issues can cause problems with the roadway besides 
potholes? Other pavement issues that are not potholes (and often 
involve a much more complex repair process) include:
• Pavement cracking
• Depressions
• Rutting

• Shoving
• Upheaval
• Raveling

Did you know? Visit cityofdavis.org/potholes for more 
information on potholes and road repair.
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CITY ELECTRICIANS
Street Lights and Traffic Lights
The Electricians oversee the operations and 
maintenance of the City’s traffic signals, lane lights and 
flashing signals at over 6,600+ locations all across the 
City.

Electrician Crew
The Electricians crew performs the 
following tasks:
• Maintain City traffic signals, pedestrian 

signals, buttons and sensors
• Ensure that the timing of traffic signal 

cycling is appropriately set for each 
traffic  signal

• Maintain City pathways lights and 
some overhead street lights 

• Maintain electrical systems for City 
facilities, including vehicle charging 
stations and parks

• During power outages or 
maintenance, manage traffic lights for 
safe transition to power on 

• Marking City electrical lines when 
customers call 811 for an underground 
service alert (USA) before digging or 
beginning construction work

Did you know? During storm events and power 
outages, electricians can be particularly busy 
repairing damage and ensuring safe transitions 
when power is restored. 

Power outage?
PG&E provides electricity to the City of Davis. The City 
does not have any control or oversight to the 
electricity provided by PG&E. To report an electrical 
outage to PG&E or check on a current outage, visit 
PG&E.com or call 1-877-660-6789.
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STORM EVENTS
& EMERGENCY RESPONSE

First Responders in Emergencies
The City’s Streets Division staff are often first 
responders during an emergency. They perform 
essential services as part of emergency response 
within the City. These crews may be called in on 
nights, weekends and holidays to ensure that our 
roadways, essential infrastructure and utilities 
are functional and safe.

Electrician Crews
During storm events and power outages, 
electricians repair damage to electrical 
equipment, lights and signals and ensure safe 
transitions when power is restored. 

Streets Crews
During emergencies, Streets crews set out 
caution signs or roadblocks and clear debris in 
the roadway/paths of travel along with 
drainage inlets in the case of flooding.

Why Doesn’t the City Place Stop 
Signs at Traffic Signals During  
Power Outages? 
In the event of a power outage, only a few of the City’s 
traffic signals (at major intersections) have battery 
backups. The most common occurrence during a 
power outage would be that the signals do not 
operate or “go dark.” Flashing lights only occurs during 
malfunctions of signals with power. 
Power outages will vary in the number of intersections 
impacted and in the duration of the outage. As the 
time, location and duration of an outage is unknown, 
stop signs cannot be placed at intersections with 
unplanned power outages. Should power be restored 
and the stop signs remain in place, significant 
challenges to vehicle and pedestrian safety can 
occur. Drivers are advised to use caution at all times 
when approaching an intersection without power.

When the power is off at a 
signaled intersection, the 
intersection becomes a 
four-way stop

Did you know? Streets crews (and 
other PWU&O crews) work on-call 
shifts 365 days a year, so that at 
any time, there is a City crew person 
on-call to respond to City utility or 
infrastructure emergencies.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
& EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Special Events
When there’s a large event in Davis, it’s all hands on deck, but 
especially so for the City’s Streets and Electrical teams. They provide 
advance planning, day-of and on-call support to ensure that events 
like the 4th of July or the Candle Light Parade run smoothly. Tasks 
include:

• Meeting with organizers to ensure all elements of the 
event are planned in advance

• Providing barricades, detour signage and traffic cones for safety
• Ensuring that the required electrical components are 

accessible and functioning
• Reviewing traffic maps and plans for events

Emergency Traffic Control
When there’s a severe vehicle collision, when roads 
are closed due to police activity or any other 
emergency that requires traffic control, Streets 
crews are on the scene to access damage, make 
emergency repairs, direct traffic and ensure public 
safety. 

Hazardous Spills 
and Roadway 
Clean-up
While the Fire Department will 
handle any larger hazardous 
waste spills that occur on 
public roadways, the Streets 
Division will handle smaller 
spills. This is more common 
that you think—vehicles that 
drip oil, paint or fuel as they 
drive can create 
environmental hazards that 
require immediate response 
to protect our roads and 
waterways.  
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TRANSPORTATION
PLANNING

The Transportation Planning program in the Public Works Engineering and Transportation Department is 
responsible for coordinating and developing the comprehensive long-term visions and policies toward 
a sustainable, multi-modal transportation system.

Transportation Planning Includes:
• Prepare plans for specific areas of the city such as 

districts, neighborhoods and corridors 
• Provide information to the public on transportation 

planning 
• Seek grant funding for transportation planning and 

capital projects
• Develop and implement transportation outreach 

programs 
• Assist in development reviews
• Manage the City’s Bike and Pedestrian and Safe 

Routes to School programs
• Periodically update the Bicycle Action Plan
• Staff the Bicycling, Transportation, and Street 

Safety Commission (BTSSC) and the Unitrans 
Advisory Committee (UAC)

• Maintain and update the Transportation Element 
of the General Plan

• Update, monitor, and prioritize Transportation 
Implementation Plan projects

• Streetscape design The Two Public Works 
Departments
While there are two separate 
departments that handle transportation 
(Utilities & Operations and Engineering & 
Transportation) the departments work 
closely together.

Did you know? Annually, the City undertakes capital 
improvement projects related to transportation that 
range from road rehabilitation, curb and gutter 
improvements and road resurfacing.
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YOU PLAY A ROLE IN KEEPING
THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY CLEAR

We all play a role in keeping the public right-of-way clean and accessible to everyone by making sure 
that sidewalks, street signs and street lights are not blocked from plants and trees on our properties.

Keep Sidewalks Clear
Make sure that plants do not grow 
over and block the sidewalk 
adjacent to your property. 
Sidewalks should be kept clear and 
accessible, with full clearance on 
the ground and above the sidewalk, 
so that all members of the 
community, including our 
neighbors with mobility issues, 
wheelchairs, walkers, scooters or 
strollers, can use the sidewalks 
without needing to leave the 
sidewalk and use the street due to 
a blocked path.  

Check the sidewalk clearance 
regularly and prune back plants 
that grow over the sidewalk.  Better 
yet—plan  ahead and plant items 
back enough so that plants will not 
grow over the sidewalk.

Keep Signs and Traffic Lights Clear
Make sure that your large shrubs and trees are 
not blocking street signs, crosswalk signs or traffic 
lights. Prune large shrubs and trees as needed so 
that signs and lights are not blocked by foliage. If 
a City tree is causing the hazard, or if you’re not 
sure if it’s your tree or a City tree, contact the 
Urban Forestry Division at 530-757-5633 or 
CityTrees@CityofDavis.org 

Public Works - Utilities & Operations
1717 5th Street, Davis, CA 95616

530-757-5686
PWWeb@CityofDavis.org

@GreenerDavis
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