
STAFF REPORT

DATE: April 19, 2022

TO: City Council

FROM: Sherri Metzker, Director, Community Development & Sustainability
Kerry Daane Loux, Sustainability Coordinator, Staff Liaison to the Natural
Resources Commission

SUBJECT: Earth Day Proclamations and 2022 Environmental Recognition
Awards

Recommendations
1. Receive an informational staff report on Earth Day Proclamations at City Council.
2. Present Proclamation Recognizing April 22 as Earth Day 2022.
3. Present Proclamation Recognizing City of Davis Attaining “Double Up on Solar”

Rooftop Photovoltaic Goals.
4. Present Proclamations to the 2022 Environmental Recognition Awards (ERA)

winners (7).
5. Recommend attending in-person Earth Day celebration, including the last three

years’ ERA awardees (2020, 2021, 2022), on Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at the
garden stage, Peregrine School, 2650 Lillard Drive in Davis.

Fiscal Impact
Incidental award and celebration costs are included in the FY 21-22 Natural Resources
Commission (NRC) program budget.

Background
Earth Day:
Earth Day is April 22, 2022, and has been recognized worldwide since 1970 to
celebrate the beauty of our planet, recommit to actions to promote a healthy
environment, and maintain a peaceful, just and sustainable world.

As noted on the Earth Day website, https://www.earthday.org/, “This is the moment to
change it all — the business climate, the political climate, and how we take action on
climate. Now is the time for the unstoppable courage to preserve and protect our health,
our families, and our livelihoods.

“For Earth Day 2022, we need to act (boldly), innovate (broadly), and implement
(equitably). It’s going to take all of us. All in. Businesses, governments, and citizens —
everyone accounted for, and everyone account.”

Globally, more than a billion people celebrate Earth Day to protect the planet from
things like pollution, deforestation and other impacts of climate change. By taking part in
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activities, from small to significant, like picking up litter and planting trees, we're making
our world a happier, healthier place to live.

The City of Davis is now fully engaged in the 2020-2040 Climate Action and Adaptation
Plan Update to the 2010 CAAP, in order to chart an ambitious, actionable, and
measurable course for the community’s path to carbon neutrality by 2040, with interim
goal setting in 2030, in support of our City and our planet. In March 2019, the Davis City
Council unanimously approved the “Resolution Declaring a Climate Emergency and
Proposing Mobilization Efforts to Restore a Safe Climate,” committing to significant
actions for carbon reduction actions.

Davis has a long history of demonstrating sustainable practices, community advocacy
and innovative policy approaches, including “firsts” such as implementing the nation’s
first bike lanes in 1967, establishing municipal curb-side recycling in 1970, instituting the
Davis Energy Conservation Building Code in 1972 (eventually leading to California’s
Title 24 Energy Code), and many other firsts.

The Earth Day Proclamation resolves that “we, the Davis City Council, on behalf of the
citizens of Davis, do hereby proclaim that the City of Davis recognizes April 22, 2022 as
Earth Day. We commit to protect and enhance the long-term health of the natural
environment, community equity and a thriving economy by adopting and implementing
the robust 2020-2040 Davis Climate Action and Adaptation Plan and integrating its
policies into the upcoming General Plan update.

“We commit to increasing local renewable energy opportunities and implementing
energy conservation, advocating for and joining in climate mobilization, mitigation and
adaptation efforts at the local, state, national and global levels, to forging local and
regional partnerships with UC Davis, other California cities and counties, local
organizations, environmental professionals, businesses and citizens to accelerate the
adoption of community-wide sustainability practices and raise community awareness, to
demonstrating leadership through using the observance of Earth Day as an opportunity
to re-energize the innovative spirit of Davis, challenge the community to explore new
paths to sustainability, and to inviting and encouraging all citizens, businesses,
organizations, schools, congregations, neighborhoods and families to engage in
environmentally sound practices every day.”

Attaining “Double Up on Solar” Rooftop Photovoltaic Goals
The City of Davis recognizes that building energy now comprises close to 20%, and
transportation-related uses close to 70%, of the community’s total greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions, based on the 2020 Regionally Integrated GHG Inventory and
previous GHG Inventories since 2008. Actions to address these emissions are included
in the 2020-2040 CAAP currently in progress, and expected to be adopted before the
end of this year.

Additionally, the City of Davis has partnered with the non-profit community-based
organization Cool Davis since 2010 to engage households with communications and
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programming to encourage GHG emissions reduction, including investment in rooftop
solar, opting up to 100% renewable energy options from local utilities, purchasing
electric vehicles to replace internal combustion vehicles, and other actions.

The City of Davis established rooftop solar photovoltaic (PV) goals for the community in
the 2010 Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP), which included a total of 1,733
home rooftop PV systems providing at least 2.6 megawatts in the next five years. By
spring of 2016, the Davis community had exceeded the targets set in the 2010 CAAP
with a total of 2,360 installations resulting in approximately 12.7 megawatts of rooftop
solar, or a ten-fold increase in the established 2010 energy production target.

In 2015, the City of Davis. with Cool Davis’ support and advocacy, implemented a
Residential Rooftop Solar Ordinance requiring all new construction projects to include
rooftop solar, which was five years ahead of the state of California requirements.
Also in 2015, Cool Davis and the City formed an advisory task force to develop an
ongoing Solar Campaign to encourage GHG emissions reduction by installing
residential rooftop solar. A community event, the “Solar Campaign Launch” occurred in
mid- 2016, at which the new “Double up on Solar” campaign adopted by Davis City
Council was identified, seeking to double the number of systems in the next five years
to 4500 systems providing 24 MW of power.

The Solar Campaign Task Force has included tireless work and advocacy by a number
of local solar experts, including Aaron Nitzkin, Citadel Roofing and Solar Roof
Dynamics, John Walters and Chris Soderquist, RepowerYolo, and Jonathan Gemma,
Aztec Solar; volunteers and staff, including but not limited to Chris Granger, Leslie
Crenna, Chrissy Backman, Marsha Baird, Yvonne Hunter, Dick Bourne, Kristin
Heinemeier and Richard McCann, Cool Davis; Mitch Sears, Rebecca Boyles and Sierra
Huffman, Valley Clean Energy; and Kerry Loux, City of Davis

In May 2017, the City of Davis received the “SolSmart Gold” award, the highest
designation of the program funded by the US Department of Energy SunShot Initiative,
recognizing Davis as a national leader in advancing solar energy, attracting solar
energy business, and generating economic development and local jobs.

As of February 2022, Davis has attained our aggressive 2016 “Double Up on Solar”
goals with installation of a total of 4598 residential rooftop solar systems comprising
nearly 24.5 MW of power, with a total of 33.9 MW of power production when commercial
and government PV is included.

The Davis residential solar PV installations equate to GHG reduction of over 20,000
metric tons of CO2 emissions per year or the equivalent of carbon sequestration by
nearly one million trees. These Davis solar PV systems represent 33% of total Yolo
County residential rooftop systems and an investment of over $100,000,000 by local
homeowners in this important renewable energy resource in our community. This
community solar PV achievement has contributed to an overall decline in electricity
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demand in our community since 2010, despite building more homes and other
increased electricity demand such as electric vehicle charging.

Current residential opportunities include the Federal Renewable Energy Tax Credit of
26% of solar PV costs which is available at least through the end of 2022, adding
battery backup systems for resilience and energy stability, adding solar PV as a part of
overall energy retrofit strategy removing natural gas heating and hot water systems from
homes, paired with electric vehicle acquisition in order to reduce Davis’ transportation-
related emissions.

The “Double Up on Solar” Proclamation resolves that “we, the Davis City Council, on
behalf of the citizens of Davis, do hereby challenge households that have the resources
to move forward to adopt 100% renewable solutions including either solar PV, choosing
Valley Clean Energy UltraGreen option for 100% renewable energy, or purchasing an
electric vehicle.”

2022 Environmental Recognition Awards (ERA)
The Staff Report with background on the Environmental Recognition Awards was
provided at the April 5, 2022 City Council meeting.

Tonight, the City Council consent item is to present the following 2022 Environmental
Recognition Awards (ERA) via the remote meeting. Tomorrow, Wednesday, April 20 at
5:30 p.m., an in-person celebration of the last three years’ awardees (2020, 2021, 2022)
will be held at the garden stage at Peregrine School, 2650 Lillard Drive in Davis.
Nominators and awardees, City Council members, Commissioners and the general
public are invited.

ENVIRONMENTAL LEGACY AWARD
Tree Davis on its 30th Anniversary
The NRC ERA subcommittee recommends Tree Davis for the 2022
Environmental Legacy Award. The work of Tree Davis has contributed
significantly to Davis’ community quality of life, environmental stewardship and
sustainability over the past thirty years.

The mission of Tree Davis is to enhance and expand the urban forest by
teaching the community to plant and care for trees. A wide network of dedicated
volunteers have been planting, monitoring, and caring for trees in the Davis area
since 1992, with over 5000 volunteers who have planted over 12,000 new trees.
Also, Tree Davis has now expanded its efforts to include Yolo County, Woodland
and other areas in the region, demonstrating the kind of regional integration that
is highly necessary to be successful in addressing climate change.

In recent years, Tree Davis has focused educational and outreach efforts on
‘Climate Ready Landscapes’. Throughout its thirty years, Tree Davis has
sponsored free community workshops and coordinated educational programs
with area schools and community groups.
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In the last several years, Tree Davis partnered with City of Davis to successfully
receive a California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) grant
for over $500,000. The grant is enabling the City and Tree Davis to plant 1,000
new trees and to develop a 40-year Urban Forest Management Plan.

INDIVIDUAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECOGNITION AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS (2)
Eric Newman, Coordinator of the Friends of the North Davis Channel
The subcommittee was impressed with the leadership role provided by Eric
Newman to partner with the City and steward the North Davis Channel native
landscape restoration. His efforts have helped to retain and improve ecologic and
aesthetic values, create habitat, curtail invasive plants and clean up trash. His
on-going work and dedication has made the Channel more accessible and
enjoyable to hundreds of people for recreation and environmental education.

Sherri Sandberg, Davis High School Science Teacher
The subcommittee felt that the nomination for Sherri Sandberg was thoughtful
and addressed the wide influence on and relevance that a teacher can provide in
student’s lives. Ms. Sandberg integrates local environmental issues, resource
conservation, sustainability and climate change awareness into the curriculum of
her classes; works to improve the habitat, learning environment and aesthetics of
the high school campus; and participates in extra-curricular opportunities to
further educate and involve students.

SPECIAL ENVIRONMENTAL RECOMMENDATION (1)
Eliot S. Larson (they/them), Youth Activist
The subcommittee was excited by youth engaging in local activism and wants to
recognize Eliot Larson for their leadership in the community, and for their
inspiration to youth and adults. Speaking up and showing up to address the
severity of climate change and to influence the choices made by each of us has
been Larson’s mission through the work of Climate Strike Fridays.

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENTAL RECOGNITION AWARD RECOMMENDATION (1)
Dos Coyotes Café, Davis, CA
In the business category, the subcommittee felt that the commitment of Dos
Coyotes, started with a single restaurant in Davis, provides a visible and
significant role model for sustainability in the community. Partnerships with and
support of community events, Greener Davis, Cool Davis and Farm to School
were important elements.. Dos Coyotes embodies a business model of
sustainability through food sourcing, restaurant products, website and design that
seems to be unique in the food industry.

NON-PROFIT ENVIRONMENTAL RECOGNITION AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS (2)
Bike Davis
The subcommittee felt that Bike Davis has provided an extremely valuable
service in the Davis community through civic engagement, bike education and
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advocacy efforts for 15 years. Their work includes infrastructure improvement,
ensuring safe biking for all ages, and showing up to advocate for the long term
investment in biking for our community. They have brought resources, expertise,
creativity and innovation to increase biking and reduce transportation-related
greenhouse gases in Davis.

Davis Community Meals and Housing (DCMH)
The subcommittee selected DCMH, a nonprofit organization providing community
meals, shelter and other assistance to vulnerable individuals, not only for the
diversion of waste in the community, but for the range of services that DCMH
offers, including salvaging coffee grounds from UC Davis Coffee Shop, providing
service ‘where people in need are’, and managing an extensive volunteer
network. The subcommittee felt that the continuing work of DCMH during the
pandemic has been an important contribution, and worthy of recognition.

Attachments

1. Proclamation Recognizing April 22 as Earth Day 2022.
2. Proclamation Recognizing City of Davis Attaining “Double Up on Solar” Rooftop

Photovoltaic Goals
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PROCLAMATION
RECOGNIZING APRIL 22, 2022 AS EARTH DAY

WHEREAS, April 22, 2022 is Earth Day, a tradition of over more than 50 years, was
established in 1970, and is now recognized annually to celebrate the beauty of our planet,
recommit to actions to promote a healthy environment, and maintain a peaceful, just and
sustainable world; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis is now fully engaged in the 2020-2040 Climate Action and
Adaptation Plan Update to the 2010 CAAP in order to chart an ambitious, actionable, and
measurable course for the community’s path to carbon neutrality by 2040, with interim goal
setting in 2030, in support of our City and our planet; and

WHEREAS, the City has prioritized environmental justice, equity and inclusion in developing
the 2020-2040 CAAP; and

WHEREAS, in March 2019, the Davis City Council unanimously approved the “Resolution
Declaring a Climate Emergency and Proposing Mobilization Efforts to Restore a Safe Climate,”
committing to significant actions for carbon reduction actions; and

WHEREAS, Davis has a long history of demonstrating sustainable practices, community
advocacy and innovative policy approaches, including “firsts” such as implementing the
nation’s first bike lanes in 1967, establishing municipal curb-side recycling in 1970, instituting
the Davis Energy Conservation Building Code in 1972 (eventually leading to California’s Title
24 Energy Code), shepherding sustainable planning and land-use implementation, such as
Village Homes, started in 1975, farmland protection and the Open Space Program established
in 1990, being crowned “California’s Coolest City” by the California Air Resources Board in
2013 in the first Cool California Challenge, and many other firsts; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis is in the 28th consecutive year of honoring business, non-profit
and individual / group Environmental Recognition Award winners who have significantly
contributed to quality of life in the community, including six Environmental Legacy Award
winners since the Davis Centennial in 2017; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis is committed to pursuing efforts via the local community choice
aggregator, Valley Clean Energy, to supply clean electricity that is 100% renewable and
increasingly locally sourced for municipal, residential, commercial / business and other non-
residential uses; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis partners with non-profit community-based organizations, such as
Tree Davis, this year celebrating its 30th anniversary, with a mission to enhance and expand
the urban forest by teaching the community to plant and care for trees, embracing and
educating a wide network of dedicated volunteers who have planted, monitored, and cared for
over 12,000 trees; and
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WHEREAS, the City of Davis’ non-profit partner, Cool Davis, was founded over 10 years ago
with a mission to inspire the Davis community to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
adapt to changing climate, improve quality of life for all, and is now supported by City funding,
project and program implementation and in-kind support to accomplish these goals; and

WHEREAS, as of February 2022, Davis has attained our aggressive 2016 “Double Up on
Solar” goals with installation of a total of 4,598 residential rooftop solar systems comprising
nearly 24.5 MW of power, which equates to GHG reduction of over 20,000 metric tons of CO2
emissions per year or the equivalent of carbon sequestration by nearly one million trees; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis and our citizens, organizations, and businesses have shown
dedicated leadership on environmental issues by addressing issues such as energy production
and use, GHG emissions reduction, transportation, water conservation, farmland conservation,
urban forest and habitat protection, waste prevention; and

WHEREAS, the City is committed to addressing regional climate resiliency and adaptation
issues through leadership and participation in the Yolo Climate Compact, the Capital Region
Climate Readiness Collaborative and other regional planning and implementation efforts; and

WHEREAS, we acknowledge that, to meet the goals of Earth Day to raise awareness, trigger
positive action to protect our environment, ensure environmental equity, education,
stewardship and community sustainability, and help guide local decision-making, the City
Council will provide leadership, employ the expertise and talent of our community, and engage
the hearts and minds of our citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Davis City Council, on behalf of the
citizens of Davis, do hereby proclaim that the City of Davis recognizes April 22, 2022 as Earth
Day. We commit to protect and enhance the long-term health of the natural environment,
community equity and a thriving economy by adopting and implementing the robust 2020-2040
Davis Climate Action and Adaptation Plan and integrating its policies into the upcoming
General Plan update. We commit to increasing local renewable energy opportunities and
implementing energy conservation, advocating for and joining in climate mobilization,
mitigation and adaptation efforts at the local, state, national and global levels, to forging local
and regional partnerships with UC Davis, other California cities and counties, local
organizations, environmental professionals, businesses and citizens to accelerate the adoption
of community-wide sustainability practices and raise community awareness, to demonstrating
leadership through using the observance of Earth Day as an opportunity to re-energize the
innovative spirit of Davis, challenge the community to explore new paths to sustainability, and
to inviting and encouraging all citizens, businesses, organizations, schools, congregations,
neighborhoods and families to engage in environmentally sound practices every day.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Davis.
Date: April 20, 2022

Gloria Partida Lucas Frerichs Dan Carson Will Arnold Josh Chapman
Mayor Vice Mayor Councilmember Councilmember Councilmember
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PROCLAMATION

RECOGNIZING CITY OF DAVIS ATTAINING “DOUBLE UP ON SOLAR” GOALS

WHEREAS, the City of Davis is now fully engaged in the 2020-2040 Climate Action and
Adaptation Plan Update to the 2010 CAAP in order to chart an ambitious, actionable,
and measurable course for the community’s path to carbon neutrality by 2040, with
interim goal setting in 2030, in support of our City and our planet; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis recognizes that building energy comprises close to 20%,
and transportation-related uses comprise close to 70%, of total greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, based on the 2020 Regionally Integrated GHG Inventory and previous GHG
Inventories since 2008; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis has partnered with the non-profit community-based
organization Cool Davis since 2010 to engage households with communications and
programming to encourage GHG emissions reduction, including investment in rooftop
solar, opting up to 100% renewable energy options from local utilities, purchasing
electric vehicles to replace internal combustion vehicles, and other actions; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis established rooftop solar photovoltaic (PV) goals for the
community in the 2010 Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP), which included a
total of 1,733 home rooftop PV systems providing at least 2.6 megawatts by 2015; and

WHEREAS, the City of Davis. with Cool Davis’ support and advocacy, implemented a
Residential Rooftop Solar Ordinance in 2015 requiring all new construction projects to
include rooftop solar, which was five years ahead of the state of California
requirements; and

WHEREAS, by spring of 2016, the Davis community had exceeded the 2015 targets in
the 2010 CAAP with a total of 2,360 installations resulting in approximately 12.7
megawatts of rooftop solar, or a ten-fold increase in the established 2010 energy
production target; and

WHEREAS, in mid-2016, the City and Cool Davis designed and launched the new
“Double up on Solar” campaign seeking to double the number of systems in the next
five years to 4,500 systems providing 24 MW of power; and

WHEREAS, as of February 2022, Davis has attained our aggressive 2016 “Double Up
on Solar” goals with installation of a total of 4,598 residential rooftop solar systems
comprising nearly 24.5 MW of power, with a total of 33.9 MW of power production when
commercial and government PV is included; and
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WHEREAS, the Davis residential solar PV installations equate to GHG reduction of over
20,000 metric tons of CO2 emissions per year or the equivalent of carbon sequestration
by 909,000 trees; and

WHEREAS, these Davis solar PV systems represent 33% of total Yolo County
residential rooftop systems and an investment of over $100,000,000 by local
homeowners in this important renewable energy resource in our community; and

WHEREAS, this community solar PV achievement has contributed to an overall decline
in electricity demand in our community since 2010, despite building more homes and
other increased electricity demand such as electric vehicle charging; and

WHEREAS, current residential opportunities include the Federal Renewable Energy
Tax Credit of 26% of solar PV costs that is available at least through the end of 2022,
adding battery backup systems for resilience and energy stability, adding solar PV as a
part of overall energy retrofit strategy removing natural gas heating and hot water
systems from homes, paired with electric vehicle acquisition in order to reduce Davis’
transportation-related emissions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Davis City Council, on behalf of
the citizens of Davis, do hereby challenge households that have the resources to move
forward to adopt 100% renewable solutions including either solar PV, choosing Valley
Clean Energy UltraGreen option for 100% renewable energy, or purchasing an electric
vehicle.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Davis.

Date: April 20, 2022

Gloria Partida Lucas Frerichs Dan Carson Will Arnold Josh Chapman
Mayor Vice Mayor Councilmember Councilmember Councilmember
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