
 

  CITY OF DAVIS     
Finance Department                                                                                                                                                                       License No:     ___________            
23 Russell Blvd, Ste. 3                                         BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION                           Control No:    ___________            

Davis, CA 95616                                               Home Occupancy, Out-of-Town Businesses                       Date Entered:  __________   
(530) 757-5651                                                        Fraternal & Government Agencies                                Staff Initials:  ___________    

financeweb@cityofdavis.org                                                                                                                          Sewer Class: ____________   

 NOTICE TO APPLICANT: Information on Page 1 of the Business License Application is public record.  Information on  

Page 2, relating to gross receipts and/or computation of business license tax is confidential and is not subject to public   

record.   A City of Davis business license does not imply that your business meets all zoning and building code  

requirements. Please check with both Planning and Building divisions in the Community Development Department to  

make sure your business is in the correct zoning district and meets all applicable building and accessibility codes.   

 

TODAY'S DATE:  __________________   

Primary Business Name (Fictitious name if used): _____________________________________________________________________      

 Full description of Line 1 business activities: ____________________________________________________________________________   

  If necessary, attach additional sheet, for full disclosure   

Primary Business Address: ________________________________________________    Phone: (  ______ )  __________________________     

  City:    State:  _____________________   Zip:  _____________________      

Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________     

  City:    State:  _____________________   Zip:  _____________________      

Type of business, please circle one:  Sole Proprietorship  Partnership  Corporation   LLC  LLP     

Corporations, please indicate your agent of service:   _______________________________________________________________________    

  Agents mailing address: ____________________________________________   Phone ( _________ )  _______________________    

  Resale Permit #: _____________________________________         Health Permit #: ___________________________________   
                
  Alcoholic beverage Permit #: ___________________________        Selling Tobacco or Tobacco Products    YES   or      NO   

****Will this business involve cannabis, any product(s) of cannabis, or anything associated with cannabis?   YES   or   NO ****   

Other Licenses pertaining to your business:                                                       E-Mail Address:   ______________________________________    

  Number of employees including owners who will be working in Davis: Full time:  __________________   Part Time: _________________     

      Business Opening Date:   _____________________________     Emergency Phone: __________________________________________      

     

  Ownership and Identification: List sole owner or partners or corporate officers, as applicable and local manager, if any.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  NAME AND TITLE    HOME ADDRESS, CITY & ZIP   HOME PHONE NUMBER   

 
(      )   

 
(      )   

 
(      )   

Ownership and Identification information will be used as proof of ownership and for emergency contact purposes.   
CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE: Please Turn Page Over   

mailto:financeweb@cityofdavis.org


CONFIDENTIAL   
FOR BUSINESSES SUBJECT TO GROSS RECEIPTS   

Tax Group:   
  From the Business License General Information Sheet.                                                                              (1) Group __________________           
                 
Gross Receipts Bracket:   
  From the Business License General Information Sheet.                                                    (2) Gross Receipts Bracket $                     - ____________    
                 
Business License Tax:      
    (3)  $_______________   
      
Registration Fee: See Business License Information Sheet  (4) $                    10.00   
      

State Mandated Disability Access and Educations Revolving Fund:  (5) $                 4.00  

 

TOTAL TAX DUE: [Add Lines 3 through 5]                                                                                                                                             (6) $_______________   
                        

Federal I.D Number or Social Security Number: _________________     

NOTE: New businesses must estimate their first-year or partial-year gross tax receipts.  If your estimate is too low, you will receive a letter for the additional   
fee due based off your actual gross receipts from next year’s renewal.  If your estimate is too high, you will receive a letter and a refund for the credit based   
off your actual gross receipts from next year’s renewal. All reported business license gross receipts are subject to an audit by the City Finance   
Administrator.   

All Licenses Expire December 31 st Of Each Year    All renewals are due, payable on January 1st, and delinquent at 5:00 p.m.   
January 31st. A 10% penalty will be assessed on the delinquent date and an additional 10% for each month delinquent thereafter.   

Visit our website for additional information:    

https://www.cityofdavis.org/business-license    

Make Check payable to City of Davis 23 Russell Blvd.  Davis, CA 95616    

 

 

 

 

 

       

City of Davis Smoking Ordinance    

It is the responsibility of employers to provide a smoke-free workplace for all employees, and to self-certify that their business complies with the no-smoking  

ordinance.  Smoking is prohibited in all enclosed facilities within a place of employment without exception.   

Smoking is prohibited in all business places accessible to the public, including, but not limited to restaurants, bars, outdoor seating areas, stairways,  elevators, 

public restrooms, and all reception and waiting areas.   

Smoking is also prohibited within 20 feet of an area or building where smoking is prohibited.  These areas include, but are not limited to entrances and exits  to 

enclosed public areas, indoor and outdoor seating provided by eating establishments and bars.   

Business establishments are required to place “No Smoking” signs with letters not less than one (1”) in height, or the international “No Smoking” symbol (a  

pictorial representation of a burning cigarette enclosed in a red circle with a bar across it) at or near all entrances and other locations where smoking is  

prohibited.   

Please note: This is intended as an overview of the Smoking Control Ordinance.  For a complete copy of the ordinance, or if you have any questions  regarding 

the ordinance, please contact the City Clerk at (530) 757-5648 or visit www.cityofdavis.org   

WARNING:  FAILURE TO SECURE WORKERS' COMPENSATION COVERAGE IS UNLAWFUL, AND SHALL SUBECT  AN 
EMPLOYER TO CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND CIVIL FINES UP TO $100,000, IN ADDITION TO  THE  COST  
OF  COMPENSATION,  DAMAGES,  INTEREST,  AND  ATTORNEY’S  FEES,  AS  PROVIDED  FOR  IN  SECTION 
3706 OF THE CALIFORNIA LABOR CODE.   

  Certification: I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and complete to the best of my knowledge   
and belief.   

     
Signature ________________________________   Title ____________   Date ______________    

14.  
COMPLETE THIS SECTION ONLY IF BUSINESS IS LOCATED IN DAVIS: Is this a New Business?    Yes     No   

If "No", then complete:  I/We are buying all                    or                    part of an existing business;  Former 

Business Name (Line 14a)                                                                                                        :   
  Is this a: Commercial location _____ Residential location ______ If “yes”, please ask for zoning information sheets.                     

  If the property described on Line 2 above is RENTED or LEASED, enter name and address of property owner:    
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HOME OCCUPATION REQUIREMENTS   

Purpose:  The purpose of the home occupations provisions is to permit the conduct of a business in the residential districts and residential uses in  

other districts, and is limited to those uses which may be conducted within a residential dwelling without in any way changing the appearance or  

conditions of the residence and neighborhood. You are responsible for ensuring that your business complies with all applicable building and  

accessibility codes.  Please see the Building Division in the Community Development Department for additional information.     

Requirements:  Home occupation shall comply with the following requirements.   

(1)  No employment of help other than the members of the resident family or household and no more than one assisting full time   
equivalent employee.  No more than one part-time employee from outside the household shall be working at any one time.  (2)  No 

external use of material or equipment not recognized as being part of the normal practices in the residential district.   

(3)  No direct sales of products or merchandise from the home.   

(4)  The use shall not generate pedestrian or vehicular traffic or parking needs beyond the normal to the residential district.   

(5)  It shall not involve the use of commercial vehicles for delivery of materials to or from the premises.   

(6)  The home occupation shall not involve the use of advertising signs on the premises except that one nameplate   

(name/occupation only) is permitted, not to exceed one-half square foot in area.   

(7)  No more than twenty-five percent of the area of one floor of the residence shall be used for such purposes.   
(8)  In no way shall the appearance of the structure be altered or the occupation within the residence be conducted in a manner   

which would cause the premises to differ from its residential character either by the use of colors, materials, construction,  lighting, 

signs or the emission of sounds, noises or vibrations.   

(9)  There shall be no use of utilities or community facilities beyond that normal to the use of the property for residential   

purposes.   

(10)  No storage or display of materials, goods, supplies, or equipment related to the operation of a home occupation shall be   

visible from outside the premises.   

(11)  No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation which creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors or   
electrical interference detectable to the normal senses off the lot, if the occupation is conducted in a single family residence,  or 

outside the dwelling unit if conducted in other than single family residence.  In the case of electrical interference, no   
equipment or process shall be used which creates visual or audible interference in any radio or television receivers off the   
premises, or causes fluctuations in line voltage off the premises.   

(12)  Persons with demonstrated physical handicaps may be permitted special review by the Planning Commission.  The applicant   
may request waiving of one or more, or a portion thereof, of the above requirements.  This special request shall be reviewed   
by the Planning Commission at a public hearing, involving the notification of property owners within one hundred feet of  subject 

property.  In reviewing the request, the Planning Commission shall consider any waivers based solely on the  applicant's physical 

inability to function within the requirements of sections 29-176 (1) through (9).   

(13)  In cases where the Planning Director is undecided about the compatibility of the use with the neighborhood, the Director may   
issue temporary approval for a specific time period.  After the stated time period, the Director shall review this use, and shall  

consider adjacent property owner comments and any other information regarding the conduct and operation of the use.    

After such review, the Director may approve such use permanently, but must notify originally-surveyed property owners.   

(14)  A cottage food operation as defined in Section 113758 of the Health and Safety Code shall be a permitted home occupation   
provided it complies with all applicable provisions of this section and the Health and Safety Code, as it may be amended.    
Any applicant for a home occupation permit under this subsection shall demonstrate he or she operates a qualifying cottage  food 

operation.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, subsections (a)(3), (7) and (9) above shall not apply to a cottage food  operation.   
Exclusions:  The following uses are examples of those uses which are specifically prohibited:   
(1)  School of any size or type          (2)  Boarding or lodging house as defined in this chapter   
(3)  Antique shops            (4)  Funeral Chapel or home mortuaries   
(5)  Kennels              (6)  Gift Shops   
(7)  Private Clubs            (8)  Restaurants   
(9)  Barber shop, beauty parlor, (except hair cutting by appointment only and by not more than one of the occupants of the premises; provided   

that not more than one hundred square feet is devoted to such use).     
(10)  Medical or dental clinic or hospital, animal hospital or grooming facilities.   
(11)  Day care centers or nursery schools.   
(12)  Auto or motorcycle, boat or trailer, and similar type repair shops.   
(13)  Office of a health care provider when special mechanical equipment is required.     
I hereby state that I have read and understand the home occupation requirements, and I can and will comply in all respects with the regulations  

therein.   

Applicant's name: _______________________________________________ Address: _________________________________________________   

Applicant's signature: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________________   



ZONING PERMIT – IN-HOME BUSINESS   

Receiving a business license does not guarantee that you will be allowed to do your desired business in your chosen location.    
Building and Zoning laws can restrict types of businesses in specific areas.  City of Davis Community Development Staff will review  this 

information to determine if your chosen business is compatible with the zoning of your neighborhood.   

You are not permitted to begin business activity without approval of the City of Davis Community Development and  

Sustainability Department.   

Business Address:     

Name of Home Occupation/Business:     

Applicant:     

Description of Business:     

Will your business have a sign?  Y / N  Size of proposed sign:     

If business involves retail, please describe how product will be marketed:     

 

 

Total number of employees including owner:    Total number of non-familial employees:     

Number of employees on premises during business hours:    Number of clients on premises at any one time:     

Number of employees on premises in an average week:    Number of clients on premises in an average week:     

Will parcel deliveries be made to the business?  Y / N     

  If yes, how many and how often?     

  How will parcel deliveries be delivered:  by large trucks (i.e., semi trucks) or by small trucks (i.e., UPS FedEX, US mail):   

 

 

Will you have commercial vehicles?  Y / N   

If yes, please state how many, the types of vehicles that will be used, and where they will be parked:   

 

 

Will any chemicals be stored on the premises?  Y / N   

  If yes, please list the chemicals and quantities:  1)    2)     

  3)    4)    5)     

Square footage of home:    Sq. ft.  Area used for business:    Sq. ft.   

Applicant’s Signature:    Date:     

Office use only below this line   

 

Business approved but needs:  CUP  Sign Approval  Refer to Building    ABC       Health Dept. Registration #____________   

 

 

Application approved:     Date:     

 City of Davis Community Development and Sustainability Director   

or his/her Designee   

 
                              REVISED 4/15/2013   



 

 

 

 

City of Davis Business License FAQ Sheet   

A reference sheet for Frequently Asked Questions that come up as the Business License Application is completed.   

Primary Business Name: This can be the owner’s name. If the business is going to be operated under a Fictitious Business Name, a  

Fictitious Name Statement may need to be filed with the Yolo County Recorder’s office.   

Primary Business Address: For businesses located in Davis this must be a physical address. No Post Office Box can be used as a   
primary business address.   

Type of Business: For Non-Profit, Fraternal, Governmental Agencies, Religious, or other businesses exempt from business license  tax, 

complete Business License Payment Exemption form.   

Agent of Service: For corporations please list the name and address of the person authorized to act on behalf of the corporation.   

Federal ID Number or Social Security Number: This needs to be the same number used to file taxes for the business.   

State Resale Permit Number: Any business engaged in retail sales must obtain a Resale Permit (also called a “Seller’s Permit”) from  

the State Board of Equalization.   

Heath Permit Number: Any business engaged in the sale or handling of food must be inspected by the Yolo County Health   
Department, which will issue a Health Permit.   

Tobacco Permit: Selling tobacco or tobacco products you will need a Davis Tobacco Retail Permit the permits are issued by Yolo  

County Health Department Tobacco Prevention Program.    

Alcoholic Beverage Permit Number: Any business engaged in the sale of alcohol must obtain a permit from the State of California  

Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.   

Number of employees: Please estimate the number of part and full time employees (including owners) who will be working in Davis.  

This information is used by the Community Development Department to assess parking needs.   

Business Opening Date: The date the business will begin operation in Davis.   

Tax Group: The Tax Group is determined by analyzing the name recognition, advertising, phone book classification, and principal  

business activities of the business. If the business activities fall in more than one group the owner has the option of purchasing 2  

business licenses or registering in the higher group and paying for the license based on that higher scale. Any shift in the above factors  

could result in a reclassification. See the back of this sheet for a complete listing of the Tax Groups.   

Gross Receipts Bracket: For a first year license you must estimate the gross receipts your business will generate for the remainder of  

the calendar year. For businesses located outside of Davis, only the gross receipts from the business in Davis is considered. For  

businesses located in Davis and doing work outside Davis, all gross receipts for the business are included. When the renewal is  

submitted at the end of the calendar year, the City will compare your estimate to the actual reported gross receipts to determine if  further 

charges are due or if the business will get a refund. See the back of this sheet for the Gross Receipt Brackets and charges for  each 

bracket.   

Home Occupancy: All businesses located in residential areas must comply with the restrictions described in the “Home Occupancy  

Requirements” sheet.   

Branch Licenses: If one owner or group of owners has more than one business within the city limits, one business can be the Primary  

Business and the other Branch Businesses. The financial records for all businesses must be kept on an integrated set of books and the  

taxes reported and filed to the IRS on a single tax return.    



Business Groups :     Business are categorized by the following:   

1.  Group I - includes businesses such as: service stations, grocery stores, manufacturing, public utilities, automobile and   
motorcycle dealers, etc. food marts in Gas Stations etc.    

2.  Group II - includes businesses such as: retail sales, residential leasing (2 units or more), commercial leasing, wholesale,  

artists, ambulance services commercial printing, finance, nursing homes, newspaper publications, restaurants, vending   
machines, trade schools, hotels, motels, apartments, trailer or mobile home parks, manufacturing, transporting persons,  

import/export, wholesale trade, etc. (See below for 5 or more)   

3.  Group III - includes such businesses as: business and personal services; contractors; real estate agents, conducting   
concerts, lectures, tennis, other entertainment events; handypersons; handbill distribution, property management,   
equipment leasing, travel agencies, secretarial services, commercial and portrait photography, education/instruction,   
property developers, auto  service and repair, taxi, research & development, insurance agency (non-broker) sub-  
contractor for cabs, bike cabs, computer tech etc.   

4.  Group IV - includes professionals such as; attorneys, doctors, CPA's, consultants, therapists, massage therapists, graphic   
design,  real estate broker, interior design, web design, computer consultants and any other professional business   
requiring qualifying certification or licensing, etc.   

5.  Miscellaneous Tax Group - includes such businesses as: transportation and trucking, dance halls, card rooms, circus,  

carnivals, concessions or rides for children, bankrupt closeout sales, Christmas tree and card sales, junk dealers,   
pawnbrokers, peddlers, solicitors, bazaars, craft fairs, etc.  * Special transportation tax for the delivery of soda, chips,  

gas etc:  motor vehicle tax 120.00 per vehicle plus the 10.00 registration fee or they can use the gross receipts based on  

the load value in a group II tax bracket.   

All Business Licenses expire December 31.  All Annual Business License Renewals are due January 1   

and are delinquent at 5:00 p.m. January 31.  All delinquent accounts are charged a 10% per   

month delinquent penalty.   

The current year gross receipts business license tax is based and computed on the prior calendar year's   

gross receipt sales. For businesses located outside Davis, only receipts generated in Davis will be   

used for this calculation.   

 

Rental Resources Fee: All multi-family rental properties are required to register with the City and   

designate a local contact within 50 miles of Davis. The annual fee is to cover costs associated with   

registration, education and program services.   

                                                   Fees listed is the total amount, not per unit.   

5 – 10    Units  $20.00   
11 – 19  Units  $50.00   

                                                                                          20 – 49  Units $75.00   
50  Plus  Units  $100.00   

 

                                                                 Business License Tax   
Gross Receipts   
  Bracket        Group I  Group II  Group III  Group IV   

     
  $    0 -   9,999  $ 1.50   $ 3.00   $ 4.50   $ 9.00    
   10,000 - 19,999   4.50    9.00   13.50    27.00    

  20,000 - 29,999   7.50   15.00   22.50    45.00    

  30,000 - 39,999  10.50   21.00   31.50    63.00    

  40,000 - 49,999  13.50   27.00   40.50    81.00    

  50,000 - 59,999  16.50   33.00   49.50    99.00    

  60,000 - 69,999  19.50   39.00   58.50   117.00    

  70,000 - 79,999  22.50   45.00   67.50   135.00    

  80,000 - 89,999  25.50   51.00   76.50   153.00    

  90,000 - 99,999  28.50   57.00   85.50   171.00    

 100,000 - 109,999  31.50   63.00   94.50   189.00    
Plus For each additional $10,000  3.00   6.00   9.00                 18.00    

This informational sheet is general information and not intended to be all-inclusive.  Should you have any questions pertaining to Business Licenses, Garbage or other City  
utilities, call City's Finance Department (530) 757-5651.  See City Code Chapter 19 for all-inclusive information.  

 


