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School board allows coach to appeal
By Jeff Hudson
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

The Davis school board voted this morn-
ing — after meeting for nearly three hours 
in closed session — to grant an appeal to 
volleyball coach Julie Crawford, whose 
coaching contract was not renewed fol-
lowing an investigation into a parental 
complaint.

For more on the complaint, see today’s 
story on Page B1.

Reading from a carefully worded 
statement, school board president Gina 
Daleiden announced that the decision was 
made on a 4-1 vote, with Nancy Peterson 
“absent because she recused herself from 
public comment, closed session and voting 

on this matter.”

Daleiden added that 
the district is continu-
ing its efforts to hire 
an interim coach for 
boys volleyball as soon 

as possible. Team tryouts were scheduled 
to begin Monday, but have been canceled 
until further notice. The team is due to 
begin its season on Feb. 28.

“In the meantime, the board encourages 
the parties to come together to find a 
reasonable resolution that is in the best 
interest of the students and the school 
district,” Daleiden said.

Current and 

former Davis 

High School 

students rally in 

support of 

former volleyball 

coach Julie 

Crawford 

outside the 

Davis school 

district offices 

this morning. 

The Board of 

Education later 

met inside. 
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UCD raises 
$104M in 
2013 gifts
ENTERPRISE STAFF

UC Davis raised $104.74 million in 2013, 
ranking seventh in California and 68th nation-
ally, according to a survey released Wednes-
day.

The survey, conducted by the Council for 
Aid to Education, showed an increase in chari-
table contributions to colleges and universities 
nationwide of 9 
percent last year. 
The total dona-
tions, $33.8 bil-
lion, are the 
highest recorded 
in the history of 
the survey.

In 2009, giving 
fell from $31.60 
billion, which was 
then the historical 
high point, to 
$27.85 billion. 
Giving levels 
gradually recov-
ered from that 
loss until reach-
ing this year’s 
high, the council 
reported.

Stanford led the 
way with $931.5 
million, Harvard 
was second with 
$792.2 million 
and the Universi-
ty of Southern 
California was 
third with $674.5 million. UCLA was the top 
public school with $419.6 million. The entire 
University of California system collected $1.6 
billion in donations.

Among the institutions that responded to the 
survey, 59.5 percent raised more in 2013 than 
in 2012. Contributions for current operations 
increased 6.9 percent. Gifts for capital pur-
poses (endowments, property, buildings, 
equipment and loan funds) increased 12.4 
percent.

Giving from alumni increased more than 
any other source of support, by 16.9 percent. 
The average gift per contributing alumnus 
increased 18.1 percent.
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Alex Totah roars with laughter as he awaits the start of the city of Davis’ Golden Heart Awards ceremony at the Davis City 
Council meeting Tuesday. Totah was honored for overcoming challenges posed by autism.

These teens are golden
City honors youths 
for overcoming 
challenges, giving 
outstanding service
By Anne Ternus-Bellamy
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

For more than two decades, the city 
of Davis’ Golden Heart Awards have 
served two purposes: ensuring that 
some good can come from even the 
most unthinkable tragedies, and 
reminding the community that for 
every teenager who ends up in the news 
for the wrong reason, there are count-
less more youths quietly doing good — 
and even great — things every day.

The awards were created in the 
wake of Andrew Mockus’ death 22 

years ago. A 14-year-old Holmes 
Junior High School student at the 
time, Mockus was killed by a group of 
Davis teens who beat him, robbed him 
and pushed him into the path of a 
moving train.

Stunned, the city responded by 
holding public forums to discuss the 
issues facing the community’s youth 
and ways the city could do more to 

By Bev Sykes
SPECIAL TO THE ENTERPRISE

The year 1977 was pivotal on 
Broadway, and 2014 may be the 
same for the Citizens Who Care 
annual benefit concert.

Citizens Who Care is a non-
profit agency in Yolo County, 
dedicated to providing social 
support programs and respite 
services for the frail elderly 
and their family caregivers. 
This is the 22nd year for the 

popular concert, which is one of 
Citizens Who Care’s largest 
fundraisers.

Past concerts have featured 
the works of such composers 
and lyricists as Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, Cole Porter, 
Harold Arlen, Hoagy Carmi-
chael, Rodgers and Hart, and 
the music of performers like 
Bing Crosby, Peggy Lee and 
Frank Sinatra, just for starters.

“The show has traditionally 

been attended by people for 
whom the music had been a 
part of their everyday lives,” 
said Stephen Peithman, who 
writes the show and serves as 
its narrator. 

“We wanted to try to make 
sure that we were going for a 
broader audience this year,” he 
added, and thus the selection of 
“The Broadway Song Book of 
1977” as this year’s theme. 

“Since it is a fundraiser for a 

worthy cause, we want to 
interest as many people as 
possible.”

Peithman explained that the 
success of this year’s concert 
may determine whether a dif-
ferent sort of fundraiser should 
be considered for next year.

“We have to look at our audi-
ence and see what type of show 
will work best,” he said. “The 

Citizens Who Care fundraising concerts have a new sound

 Top 10 
1. Stanford University, 
$931.57 million

2. Harvard University, 
$792.26 million

3. University of 
Southern California, 
$674.51 million

4. Columbia University, 
$646.66 million

5. Johns Hopkins 
University, $518.57 
million

6. University of 
Pennsylvania, $506.61 
million

7. Cornell University, 
$474.96 million

8. New York University, 
$449.34 million

9. Yale University, 
$444.17 million

10. Duke University, 
$423.66 million

 In the know 
 What:  Citizens Who Care concerts

 Where:   Veterans’ Memorial Theater, 
203 E. 14th St.

 When:  8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22, 
and 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23

 Tickets:  All seats $35

 Info:  Call 530-758-3704, visit www.
citizenswhocare.us or stop by CWC’s 
office, 409 Lincoln Ave. in Woodland

Davis City 
Councilman Brett 
Lee presents flowers 
to Golden Heart 
Award winner Alex 
Sprague, left, 
accompanied by her 
friend and supporter 
Maya Kuppermann. 
Sprague created 
A Chance to Dance, 
a program for 
children living in 
Yolo County’s 
migrant centers. 

See CONCERTS, Page A5

See GOLDEN, Page A5 See GIFTS, Page A5

See COACH, Back page

■ RETALIATION: 
School district 
investigated 
coach’s decision 
on player. Page B1
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Valentine’s Day Dinner

630 G Street, Davis • 530.792.8066
Next to the Davis Food Co-op/Private Parking Lot
http://monticellocuisine.com

Featuring a special menu with 
musical accompaniment

Reservations Recommended

Friday & Saturday, 
February 14th & 15th from 5:30-9pm

GOLDEN: Teens in spotlight
From Page A1

help. In the end, the Davis 
City Council adopted 
seven recommendations 
that grew out of the 
forums, including the cre-
ation of the Golden Heart 
Awards, which would hon-
or local teens for the good 
that they do. The awards 
would be given annually 
in two categories: over-
coming personal challeng-
es and community service.

Alex Totah

Alex Totah received this 
year’s Golden Heart 
Award for overcoming 
personal challenges, but 
he likely could have been 
honored in either catego-
ry. In overcoming the 
challenges posed by 
autism, he also has raised 
money and awareness for 
autism research and 
brought together the 
community on multiple 
occasions thanks to his 
determination, self-
confidence and personali-
ty.

Totah, a senior at Da 
Vinci Charter Academy, 
was nominated for the 
award by his cousins, 
Daniella and Julianna 
Qvistgaard, who in their 
nomination letter said 
Totah “has shown us that 
anything is possible with a 
little love, self-confidence 
and self-determination.”

It’s an opinion shared by 
the entire Davis High 
School football team, 
which this year created 
the “Alex Totah Award,” 
which will be given annu-
ally to a teammate who 
exudes courage, willing-
ness to sacrifice for others 
and hard work.

Totah, the son of Suheil 
and Christine Totah, was 
diagnosed with autism at 
an early age, leaving his 
family to wonder if he’d 
be able talk or make eye 
contact with others.

Tuesday’s Golden Heart 
awards ceremony before 
the City Council showed 
that wasn’t the case — not 
only did Totah speak to 
the standing-room-only 
crowd in the Community 
Chambers, he received a 
rousing standing ovation 
from the many family and 
friends who turned out to 
celebrate him.

These are many of the 
same community mem-
bers who have accompa-
nied Team Alex in 
Sacramento’s annual Walk 
Now for Autism Speaks, a 
rally and walk aimed at 
raising money and aware-
ness for autism. For six 
years, the team organized 
by Totah has participated, 
including last October, 
when students from Da 
Vinci, Davis High and 
Harper Junior High 
School — as well as team-
mates and coaches from 
the DHS football team and 
many other Totah family 
members and friends — 
walked with Totah.

And if all that weren’t 
enough, Totah also has 
volunteered at Sacramen-
to Camp Rec, helping chil-
dren with disabilities, and 
volunteered at local home-
less shelters.

In accepting the award, 
Totah thanked his cousins 
for nominating him, 

saying, “It was amazing 
getting this award. … I 
was so surprised.”

Alex Sprague

Equally surprised by 
her award was Alex 
Sprague, nominated by 
her grandmother, Gloria 
Regan, for her community 
service.

A lifelong dancer, 
Sprague has appeared as 
the Sugar Plum Fairy in 
the “Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” and has spent 
the past six years studying 
with the Sacramento 
Ballet.

Two years ago, she 
decided to take her pas-
sion for dance and share it 
with children who other-
wise might not get a 
chance to experience it.

Along with her close 
friend, Maya Kupper-
mann, Sprague created A 
Chance to Dance, a pro-
gram for children living in 
area migrant centers.

Sprague’s mother, 
Karen Sprague, is a nurse 
with Community Medical 
Centers, which serve 
the Davis and Madison 
migrant centers, and her 
daughter’s idea for a 
dance class fit in perfectly 
with the centers’ “Commit 
to be Fit” physical educa-
tion program.

The summer before last, 
classes got underway at 
the Madison Migrant 
Center, with Sprague and 
Kuppermann meeting 
with children ages 5 to 10 
every other week. The 
kids loved it from the 
start, Sprague said, and 
even began designing 
their own choreography.

Last summer, A Chance 
to Dance expanded to the 
Davis Migrant Center, 
with Sprague and Kupper-
mann alternately weekly 
between Madison and 
Davis.

“I’m really happy I 
could share my passion 
for dance with children 
who are less fortunate,” 
Sprague said in receiving 
her Golden Heart Award.

Now a senior at Davis 
High, Sprague will be 
heading off to college 
before long, but hopes her 
dance program will con-
tinue on without her. She 
already has some younger 
dancers from Davis lined 
up to take over, she said 
Tuesday.

And she plans to keep 
on dancing herself.

“There are not enough 
adjectives to adequately 
describe what an out-
standing teenager and 
wonderful girl she is,” 
Regan said of Sprague in 
her nomination letter.

Kuppermann agrees.
“It was a great experi-

ence to teach with Alex 
and put a few smiles on 
the kids’ faces,” Kupper-
mann said.

Amelia 
Otto-
Cutting

An 
equally 
outstand-
ing teenag-
er, Amelia 
Otto-
Cutting, 
also 
received a 
Golden Heart Award for 
community service.

Just a sophomore at Da 
Vinci Charter Academy, 
Otto-Cutting already has 
left an extraordinary mark 
on her community. As a 
lifelong Girl Scout, she 
has served as a program 
aide at the annual Davis 
Girl Scout Day Camp, 
designed a comprehensive 
program for a weeklong 
camp this summer, helped 
to develop and deliver a 
nutrition education 
program for low-income 
preschoolers and, back in 
sixth grade, oversaw a 
diaper drive for the Short-
Term Emergency Aid 
Committee.

Outside of Scouts, Otto-
Cutting created and 
implemented an orienta-
tion program for incoming 
eighth- and ninth-grade 
students at Da Vinci 
Junior High.

Her reason for doing so 
was pretty simple, she 
said: There was nothing 
like that when she arrived 
in junior high. She has 
overseen the program the 
past two years.

As for all of her other 
work, which also includes 
serving as a volunteer at 
the city’s Camp Putah and 
at karate camps, Otto-
Cutting has a simple 
expiation for that as well.

“What I do, I do because 
I love it,” Otto-Cutting 
said. “I love working with 
kids.”

Many adults in the com-
munity have taken note, 
including the four who 
nominated her for a Gold-
en Heart: Linda Casillas, 
Brenda Cameron, Julie 
Loke and Cynthia Kerr.

In their nomination let-
ter, the women said Otto-
Cutting “is sincere about 
sharing her experiences, 
teaching younger girls and 
setting a positive example 
of how young adults really 
can make a difference in 
their community by fol-
lowing their passions.”

That’s something that 
could be said of all of this 
year’s winners.

Also nominated for their 
community service this 
year were Christian Blair, 
Ilana Creinin and Adam 
Siegel. Davis teen Emma 
Lassen was a nominee in 
the personal challenge 
category. All four also 
were recognized by the 
City Council on Tuesday 
night.

Any community mem-
ber can nominate a Davis 
teen for a Golden Heart 
Award. Nominations are 
typically accepted late in 
the year with the awards 
ceremony always taking 
place in February. Find 
out more by calling the 
city’s Community Services 
Department at 530-
747-5626.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@
davisenterprise.net 
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audience has changed. 
We’ve been doing this for 
22 years. You have to 
avoid same ol’ same ol’ 
thing. Want to keep these 
shows fresh. You want to 
please the audience you 
have but also want to get 
new audiences.”

With that in mind, 
Peithman looked to the 
year 1977 as a time when 
the look and sound of 
Broadway musicals began 
to change. In the early 
years of the Broadway 
musical, composers and 
lyricists wrote songs with 
catchy tunes and memo-
rable lyrics with the idea 
that the audience would 
leave the theater hum-
ming the tunes and want-
ing to buy the sheet music 
or a recording. Those “big 
songs” then would get 
radio play and that would 
drive more people to buy 
tickets to see the show.

The top 10 charts of hit 
tunes contained songs 
from Broadway musicals 
well into the 1950s.

But by 1977, that era 
was past and composers 
were looking at how to 
write musicals from a 
different perspective, not 
to write commercial hits, 
but to write songs that 
made sense within the 
context of the plot.

The 1970s rock era had 
come and was well estab-
lished, and the folk song 
era had come. Broadway 
was rethinking how it 
might change things, so 
1977 was a pivotal year 
looking both backward 
and forward. There were 
hits about present day (“A 

Chorus Line” and “I Love 
my Wife”) and others that 
were new musicals that 
looked back to the ’20s 
and ’30s like “Chicago” 
and “Annie,” with stories 
that were up to date and 
modern, but somewhat 
nostalgic musically.

“That’s what made this 
idea so intriguing to 
me,” said Peithman. 
“1977 offered us the 
opportunity to showcase 
new musicals and at least 
two reviews — ‘Bubbling 
Brown Sugar,’ about the 
Harlem renaissance of the 
1920s and ’30s and ‘A 
Party with Comden and 
Green,’ where the pair 
(lyricists Betty Comden 
and Adolph Green) took 
the stage for a whole eve-
ning and sang their own 
songs.”

Audiences who have 
been coming to Citizens 
Who Care shows for years 
will be familiar with songs 
like “Ain’t Misbehavin’,” 
“Sophisticated Lady,” 
“Make Someone Happy” 
and “New York, New 
York” but this year also 
will showcase newer 
music from great hit 
shows like “Annie” 
(“Tomorrow,” “Easy 
Street”), “Chicago” (“All 
That Jazz,” “Razzle-
Dazzle”), “A Chorus Line” 
(“What I Did for Love,” 
“One”), “Godspell” (“Day 
by Day”) and “Pippin” 
(“Extraordinary,” “Love 
Song,” “No Time at All”).

“One of the shows we’re 
doing, ‘I Love My Wife,’ 
has a great score by 
Cy Coleman. The songs 
are just wonderful. 
We’re having fun with 
the razzmatazz style,” 

Peithman said with a 
chuckle.

“It’s a cliché but there 
really is something for 
everyone in this show,” he 
added. “We’ve worked 
hard to come up with 
songs that tell the story of 
a year on Broadway. 
That’s the glue that holds 
it all together with so 
many different styles that 
people of different tastes 
in music will like.”

Will this be the final 
year for this particular 
kind of concert? Peithman 
doesn’t know. A lot 
depends on how ticket 
sales go this year.

“We’re looking at dif-
ferent options for next 
year,” he admitted.

Should it be different 
kind of concert? Feature 
different kinds of music? 
“It’s one of those ongoing 
conversations,” he said.

The most important 
thing is that whatever the 
group decides, it needs to 
serve a purpose.

“The important thing is 
raising money for Citizens 
Who Care, which has ben-
efited so much from these 
concerts,” he said.

The concert will be pre-
sented at 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 22, and 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 23, at the Veter-
ans’ Memorial Theater, 
203 E. 14th St. All seats 
are $35. Easy-access seat-
ing is available on request 
for theatergoers with lim-
ited mobility.

For tickets and infor-
mation, call 530-758-3704 
or go to www.citizenswho
care.us. Tickets are also 
available at the Citizens 
Who Care office, 409 Lin-
coln Ave. in Woodland.  

From Page A1

And while alumni continued to be generous, 
fewer of them opened their pocketbooks, with 
alumni participation declining to 8.7 percent 
from 9.2 percent in 2012. The council calcu-
lates participation by dividing the number of 
alumni donors by the number of alumni for 
whom the institution has a means of contact.

Among 951 institutions that reported in 
2012 and 2013, the number of donors declined 
1.7 percent, while the number of alumni 
increased 3.7 percent.  

CONCERTS: 1977 tunes may 
attract a younger audience

TODD & BARBARA PHOTOGRAPHY/COURTESY PHOTO 

Performers for the Citizens Who Care’s production of “The Broadway Song Book of 
1977” are seated, from left, LuAnn Higgs, Lisa Derthick, Martha Dickman, Lenore 
Sebastian and Gwyneth Bruch. Standing, from left, are Stephen Peithman, Paul 
Fearn, Joe Alkire and Bob Bowen. 

OTTO-
CUTTING
Lifelong 

Girl Scout

“What I do, I do 
because I love it. I 
love working with 
kids.”

Amelia 
Otto-Cutting
sophomore, Da Vinci 
Charter Academy

GIFTS: Alumni giving eyedFlea Market slated
ENTERPRISE STAFF

The Davis Flea Market will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 23, at Third Space, 946 
Olive Drive. Vintage goods as 
well as handmade crafts from 
local artisans will be featured.

Representatives of the Yolo 
County Animal Shelter will be on 
hand with dogs available for 
adoption and refreshments will 
be available for purchase from a 
gourmet food truck.


