
What’s 
happening
 Saturday 

The Davis High School 
Symphony Orchestra presents 
“Peter and the Wolf,” featuring 
exclusively designed puppets 
by Art Grueneberger and live 
musical accompaniment. The 
show is from 1 to 2 p.m. in the 
Brunelle Performance Hall, 
315 W. 14th St. Tickets are 
$5 at the door.

 Saturday and Sunday 

Youths ages 11 to 15 can 
receive baby-sitter training 
from the American Red Cross 
during a weekend-long session 
at the Community Pool Build-
ing at Community Park. Hours 
are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. both Satur-
day and Sunday and the ses-
sion costs $150. Register with 
the city of Davis Community 
Services Department by call-
ing 530-757-5626 or visit 
http://community-services.
cityofdavis.org.

 Tuesday, Feb. 26 and 
Thursday, Feb. 28 

Da Vinci Charter Academy 
will hold parent information 
nights on Feb. 26 and 28 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. on the Da Vinci 
campus, 1400 E. Eighth St. 
Da Vinci will be accepting 
applications for students for 
the 2013-14 school year for 
grades 10 through 12. Applica-
tions are available at www.
davincicharteracademy.net.

 Wednesday, Feb. 27 

Community members are 
invited to Da Vinci Charter 
Academy’s first science fair. 
Students have been working to 
design and carry out an experi-
ment that provides data to 
answer a real-life question. 
They will be presenting their 
experimental research from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Da Vinci’s campus, 
1400 E. Eighth St. Questions 
range from “How does water 
salinity affect the power output 
of a hydro-turbine?” to “How 
do flavor volatiles affect the 
perception of sweetness?” to 
“How does electrical current 
affect plant growth?”
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 Awards 
honor local 
teenagers 
By  Anne Ternus-Bellamy 
 ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER 

 For two decades, the city of 
Davis’ Golden Heart Awards 
have served two purposes: 
ensuring that some good can 
come from even the most awful 
of tragedies, and reminding the 
community that for every teen-
ager who ends up in the news 
for the wrong reason, there are 
countless more youths quietly 
doing good — even great — things 
for their community every day.

The awards were created in 
the wake of Andrew Mockus’ 
death 21 years ago. A 14-year-
old Holmes Junior High School 
student at the time, Mockus was 
killed by a group of Davis teens 
who beat him, robbed him and 
pushed him into the path of a 
moving train.

Stunned, the city responded 
by holding public forums to 
discuss the issues facing the 
community’s youth and ways 
the city could do more to help. 
In the end, the Davis City Council 
adopted seven recommendations 
that grew out of the forums, 
including the creation of the 
Golden Heart Awards, which 
would honor local teens for the 
good that they do. The awards 
would be given annually in two 
categories: overcoming personal 
challenges and community 
service.

Many amazing Davis teens 
have been honored since then, 
and last week’s honorees were 
no exception.

Eliana Jolkovsky, a senior at 
Davis High School, and Michaela 
Saechow, a junior, were the com-
munity service award recipients.

Jolkovsky, noted Mayor Joe 
Krovoza, “is no stranger to this.”

Her many years of community 
service earned Jolkovsky a 
Golden Heart Award when she 
was a seventh-grader as well. 
Back then, she raised money 
and awareness for Darfur, doing 
her part of help fight famine in 
that region of Sudan by sending 
solar cookers.

“That’s where my experience 
with community service really 
began,” Jolkovsky said.

This year she was honored for 
her work on behalf of the home-
less closer to home.

For her Girl Scout Gold Award 
project, Jolkovsky last year 
embarked on a mission to photo-
graph and tell the stories of the 
homeless living in Davis, Wood-
land and Sacramento. She would 
later display her photos along 
with biographical information 
on her subjects in an exhibit at 
International House of Davis.

Her goal was to personalize 
the homeless, she said, to remind 
people that they are human 
beings with their own stories.

In addition to the exhibit, 
Jolkovsky also collected dona-
tions for “to go” bags that could 
be handed out to homeless indi-
viduals at local shelters. The 
bags contained everything from 
toothbrushes to water bottles, 
socks to hand wipes.

She collected so many items 
that she is still handing out “to 
go” bags from the trunk of her 
car whenever she sees a home-
less person.

“The looks on their faces are 
just the best,” she said.

Jolkovsky was nominated for 
the Golden Heart Award by 
family friend Marjorie Maxwell, 
who called the teen “one of those 

people who has the motivation, 
intelligence and talent to do 
good.”

“She’s able to accomplish 
many different things,” Maxwell 
said, “and with wonderful humil-
ity and grace.”

For her part, Jolkovsky hopes 
she inspires others to community 
service and remains enormously 
thankful to her parents, Ann 
and David Jolkovsky, who 
“support me in everything I do,” 
she said. “I’m really grateful for 
having such great parents.”

Michaela Saechow has great 
parents as well.

She “comes from a wonderful 
family,” Krovoza said.

For the past five years, the 
DHS junior has been devoting 
enormous amounts of time to 
TROTR, a volunteer-based 
organization located between 
Davis and Woodland that reha-
bilitates retired race horses 
and runs a therapeutic riding 
program for people with physi-
cal, mental and emotional dis-
abilities.

Saechow does everything 
from grooming horses and 
mucking stables to teaching 
volunteers and helping the 
disabled ride. She knows just 
how beneficial the service is.

“Horses are probably the 
most therapeutic animal you 
can find,” she said. “They’re 

just great teachers. They 
teach you how to find your-
self, and it’s really calming.

“When I first started, 
there were kids who came 
out who could barely walk ... 
now they run around and 
jump and play. It’s magical.”

Saechow is out there every 
weekend and most days 
after school. For her efforts, 
she was nominated for the 
Golden Heart Award by her 
mother, Tina.

But her parents were the 
first people Saechow 
thanked upon receiving the 
award.

“I’m so grateful for the 
countless hours they spent 
driving me out there,” she 
said.

DHS senior Cody Collins 
was this year’s recipient of 
the Golden Heart Award for 
overcoming a personal chal-
lenge.

Collins abruptly lost vision 
in his right eye when he was 
in the eighth grade. It was 
later determined he suffered 

from a syndrome that can cause 
the retina to detach, which is 
exactly what happened to his 
right eye and could still happen 
to his left.

He’s had several surgeries, 
learned to read Braille, walk 
with a cane and work with a 
guide dog.

But his “upbeat attitude” that 
always shines through inspires 
everyone around him, which is 
why he was recognized with a 
Golden Heart Award.

Collins acknowledges that 
“it’s been pretty tough the last 
few years.”

But he’s maintained his sense 
of humor, joking that he just has 
to turn his head more than most 
people, to catch things on his 
right.

“I live a normal life,” he added. 
“I just can’t see out of my right 
eye.”

Like the other Golden Heart 
Award recipients, he was quick 
to thank his family and friends 
for their ongoing support.

Anyone in the community can 
nominate a deserving teen for a 
Golden Heart Award. Watch for 
announcements about next 
year’s awards this fall.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@davis
enterprise.net Follow her on 
Twitter at @ATernusBellamy  
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By  Anne Ternus-Bellamy 
 ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER 

 Students at Patwin Elementary School 
shared their dreams for the world during the 
school’s first Oral Language Fair this month.

They spoke of a world without racism, 
violence, loneliness and pollution; they 
called on their peers and the adults in their 
lives to do more to make the world a better 
place; and they did it bravely on stage, in 
front of an audience of family members, 
teachers and classmates, as well as a panel 
of judges.

It was all part of the tradition that follows 
Nikki Smith wherever she goes.

The new principal at Patwin has been 
organizing Oral Language Fairs for 20 
years now, beginning with her teaching 
days in Oakland. She later brought the fairs 
to Davis, first to Valley Oak Elementary 
School when she taught there, and later to 
Korematsu Elementary School. Now she’s 
brought the fair to Patwin, and, judging by 
the enthusiasm and talent on display there 
last week, it’s likely to return.

The theme of this year’s Oral Language 
Fair was “I Dream a World.”

Performing solo, in small groups or as 
part of a whole class, students recited both 
original work and iconic pieces.

Sue Britz’s fifth-grade class recited the 
preamble to the Constitution, while a group 
of seven girls performed “What A Wonder-
ful World,” in both spoken word and sign 
language.

Fourth-grader Kavi McKinney recited 
excerpts from an essay on human rights in 
Tibet. His impassioned performance about 
Chinese efforts to assimilate Tibetans into 
China included the plea, “peace starts with-
in each one of us,” and earned a resounding 
ovation.

Meanwhile, sixth-grader Eric Chung left 
many in attendance choked up with his rec-
itation of an original piece, “Who Made the 
Evil?”

Inspired by the mass shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Connecticut, 

Eric said, “My heart was crying for 
the little ones.

“Who is the evil? Was the 20-year-
old shooter evil? Who sent him to 
us? If no one is born evil, then who 
created the evil?”

He spoke of being just a boy, 
unable to control the guns, wonder-
ing if the grown-ups would do any-
thing about it.

“We children should start first,” 
he said. “Before it’s too late.”

Eric added that, “whenever this kind of 
tragedy happens, I realize ... they never had 
any friends, they were always alone.”

Eric said he, too, was alone once. As a 
7-year-old new to the United States, he 
didn’t speak the language, looked different 
and was ignored. He urged everyone to 
embrace people like that.

“Give your small hand to someone who is 
alone,” he said.

Other Patwin students dreamed of a 
world “where no one fights ... where no one 
would pollute ... where everyone has a 
house ... where no one would say mean 
things ... where class sizes are smaller.”

They spoke of racism, littering, of living 
in a world “where some would rather die 
than be who they are.”

The varied and powerful performances 
made the judges’ jobs difficult.

School board member Susan Lovenburg, 
Associate Superintendent Clark Bryant, 
Kate Snow from the district’s school climate 
office, and Smith’s father, Michael Shannon, 
were tasked with deciding which perform-
ers would move on to the showcase the fol-
lowing week. Kavi, Eric and many others 
moved on.

For Smith’s father, judging was a return 
to a gig he once regularly had — he’d been 
a judge since Smith started organizing Oral 
Language Fairs back in 1993. But once 
Smith’s own children — and Shannon’s 
grandchildren — started participating at 
Valley Oak and later Korematsu, he was 
disqualified.

Now that Smith is at 
Patwin — and her 
children aren’t — dad 
got his job back, and 
clearly could not have 
been happier to be 
there.

 — Reach Anne 
Ternus-Bellamy 
at aternus
@davis
enterprise.net 
or 530-747-
8051.   
 

 Out of the mouths of babes: Patwin 
students perform in Oral Language Fair 

Emily Sutcliffe, 
Julie Knoepfler 
and Leah 
Rosenheim 
peform at 
Patwin’s Oral 
Language Fair. 
Eric Chung, 
below, recites

 an original 
piece, 

“Who 
Made 
The 
Evil?”
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 Father-
Daughter 
Dance 
returns for 
sixth year 
ENTERPRISE STAFF 

The annual Father-Daughter 
Dance to raise funds to fight 
leukemia/lymphoma returns to 
the El Macero Country Club on 
Friday, March 15.

The event, from 6 to 10 p.m., 
features dinner, dessert and 
dancing, with a professional pho-
tographer available to take pic-
tures of fathers and daughters.

The dance has always been 
held in memory of Judi Meinert, 
who died of leukemia in 1990 at 
the age of 43. She had three sons 
and always dreamed of having 
granddaughters, but didn’t live 
to see them, said her daughter-
in-law, Laura Meinert.

“She would have loved to have 
seen all of these beautiful young 
ladies, of all different ages, 
dressing up and having a ball 
with their fathers,” Meinert said.

Every year, the dance raises 
between $500 and $700 in 
her memory for the Leukemia/
Lymphoma Society.

Tickets for the event are $35 
each and may be purchased at 
The Avid Reader, El Macero 
Country Club, or the offices of 
dentist James Meinert, 604 
Third St.

“Our town of Davis is so great 
at embracing causes and help-
ing others, and this dance has 
been a success for the past 
years due to the outpouring of 
community support,” Meinert 
said. “We greatly appreciate 
everyone’s participation in 
making this evening a tradition 
for (fathers and daughters) and 
a night to remember for many 
years to come.” 


