MEMO
To:
Michael Bisch
From: John M. Lichter, M.S.

ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist #375, ISA Certified Master Arborist #863,
ISA Qualified Tree Risk Assessor

Date: May 12, 2016
Re:
Greenbelt Tree Preservation, Public Storm Drain, Hyatt House Project

Introduction/Assignment:
Mr. Michael Bisch with Davis Commercial Properties asked that I provide guidelines for the
preservation of trees adjacent to a proposed public storm drain, which is to be installed to
the south of the southeast corner of the Hyatt Place project at 2750 Cowell Boulevard in
Davis. I previously provided an evaluation, appraisal, impact assessment and preservation
guidelines (in two reports) for trees on the project site and others directly south of the
project on the greenbelt.
Description of Subject Trees, Observations:
There were six trees adjacent to the greenbelt, the canopies of which would extend over or
near the proposed trench (Figures 1-3). The northernmost two trees were Chinese tallow
(Sapium sebiferum) and the remaining four were Canary Island Pine (Pinus canariensis). A
portion of the 5/5/16 Preliminary Public Storm Drain Plan can be found below on which I
have lettered the subject trees.
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Figure 1. Portion of utility plan showing location of trees adjacent to proposed storm drain.
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Figure 2. Looking southward at subject trees, tree A on the left. The pines C-G can be seen in the distance.

Figure 3. Looking northward at pines with tree G in foreground. Note proximity to path. The storm drain is to
be installed in the center of the path.
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Impact Assessment:
Considering the size of the trees and assuming a trench a maximum of 3 feet wide is dug in a
standard fashion, it is my opinion that trees A and B will experience a low level of impact
(assuming all preservation recommendations found below are followed). However, the
impacts would be potentially severe for pines C-G. These trees had trunk diameters
between 15-19 inches and were in Fair/Good health. The center of the proposed trench is
5.5-7.5 feet from the trunks of these trees (Figures 1 and 3).
Recommended Construction Techniques to Reduce Impacts to Trees:
Two possible means of installing a utility such as the storm drain that would be less injurious
to the trees are 1) horizontal directional drilling (HDD) or 2) arborist supervised trenching
that preserves the larger roots (described below). HDD uses a machine that installs utilities
underground without surface disturbance (except on either side of the drill area). Since most
of the larger roots of the subject trees are likely in the top 3 feet of soil, boring under this
depth would minimize impacts to the trees.
If boring is not feasible or cost effective, the trench should be dug in the following manner,
under the direct supervision of a competent consulting arborist:
•
•
•

•
•

Remove asphalt;
Mark edges of trench;
Use pressurized water and a vactor truck to remove soil in top 3 feet just outside of
edge of both sides of trench (note the water pressure should be managed to avoid
damage to roots);
Identify and mark all roots larger than two inches in the trenches.
Preserve these roots (as one would another utility) by digging around them.
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Whichever method is chosen, the following additional preservation measures should be
followed:
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

Conduct a meeting to discuss tree preservation guidelines with the Consulting
Arborist and all contractors, subcontractors and project managers prior to the
initiation of demolition and construction.
Prior to any demolition activity on site, identify trees to be preserved and install tree
protection fencing in a circle centered at the tree trunk with a radius equal to one
foot per inch trunk diameter (outside of paved areas). Tree protection fences should
be made of chain link with posts sunk into the ground. These fences should not be
removed or moved until construction is complete.
Pruning for necessary equipment clearance should be the minimum required to build
the project and performed prior to demolition by an ISA Certified Arborist or Certified
Tree Worker.
Avoid grading, compaction, trenching, rototilling, vehicle traffic, material storage,
spoil, waste or washout or any other disturbance within tree protection zones.
Any work that is to occur within the protection zones of the trees should be
monitored by the Consulting Arborist.
If roots larger than 1 inch or limbs larger than 3 inches in diameter are cut or
damaged during construction, contact Consulting Arborist as soon as possible to
inspect and recommend appropriate remedial treatments.
All trees to be preserved should be irrigated once every week during non-Winter
months to uniformly wet the soil to a depth of at least 18 inches under and beyond
their canopies.
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Arborist Disclosure Statement:
The following statement concerns my work on this project.
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training and experience to
examine trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and
attempt to reduce the risk of living near trees. Clients may choose to accept or disregard the
recommendations of the Arborist, or to seek additional advice.
Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a
tree. Trees are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are
often hidden within trees and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be
healthy or safe under all circumstances, or for a specified period of time. Likewise, remedial
treatments, like any medicine, cannot be guaranteed.
Treatment, pruning and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of
the Arborist's services such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes
between neighbors, and other issues. Arborists cannot take such considerations into
account unless complete and accurate information is disclosed to the Arborist. An Arborist
should then be expected to reasonably rely upon the completeness and accuracy of the
information provided.
Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. To live near trees is to accept some
degree of risk. The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate all trees.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this report.
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ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITING CONDITIONS: John M. Lichter dba TREE ASSOCIATES
1.
Any legal description provided to the consultant/appraiser is assumed to be correct. Any titles and
ownerships to any property are assumed to be good and marketable. No responsibility is assumed for
matters legal in character. Any and all property is appraised or evaluated as though free and clear, under
responsible ownership and competent management.
2.
It is assumed that any property is not in violation of any applicable codes, ordinances, statutes or
other governmental regulations.
3.
Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been verified
insofar as possible; however, the consultant/appraiser can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the
accuracy of information provided by others.
4.
The consultant/appraiser shall not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this
report unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for
such services as described in the fee schedule and contract of engagement.
5.
Unless required by law otherwise, possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of
publication or use for any purpose by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior
expressed written or verbal consent of the consultant/appraiser.
6.
Unless required by law otherwise, neither all nor any part of the contents of this report, nor copy
thereof, shall be conveyed by anyone, including the client, to the public through advertising, public relations,
news, sales or other media, without the prior expressed written or verbal consent of the
consultant/appraiser -- particularly as to value conclusions, identity of the consultant/appraiser, or any
reference to any professional society or institute or to any initialed designation conferred upon the
consultant/appraiser as stated in his qualifications.
7.
This report and any values expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant/appraiser, and
the consultant's/appraiser's fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a specified value, a stipulated
result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported.
8.
Sketches, drawings, and photographs in this report, being intended as visual aids, are not
necessarily to scale and should not be construed as engineering or architectural reports or surveys unless
expressed otherwise. The reproduction of any information generated by architects, engineers, or other
consultants on any sketches, drawings, or photographs is for the express purpose or coordination and ease
of reference only. Inclusion of said information on any drawings or other documents does not constitute a
representation by John M. Lichter or TREE ASSOCIATES as to the sufficiency or accuracy of said information.
9.
Unless expressed otherwise: 1) information contained in this report covers only those items that
were examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection; and 2) the inspection is
limited to visual examination of accessible items without dissection, excavation, probing, or coring. There is
no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies of the plants or property in
question may not arise in the future.
10.

Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.
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