
SPRING  2007 DAVIS A  CLOSER  LOOK  AT  OUR  COMMUNITY PAGE  3focusPAGE  2 DAVIS A  CLOSER  LOOK  AT  OUR  COMMUNITY SPRING  2007focus
this gem � voted �Best Park to Take
Out-of-Town Guests.� Finals coming
up? Slip into Central Park�s sycamore
grove for some tranquility, and you�ll
find the �Best Park to Study for Finals.�  

Best Park All-Around, to
Fly a Kite, to Have a
Child’s Birthday Party,
and more …

Community Park; Covell Boule-
vard & F Street� It�s the place we
hold the annual Celebrate Davis!
event, and it is the home of summer
camps and our 4th of July festivities.
Community Park is an ol� time favorite
of Davis residents. It�s the one-stop
spot for all your park needs! 

Kick a ball, push your way through
the skate park, let Fido run free in the
fenced dog exercise area, hit a homer
or score a goal, take a refreshing dip,
then play in a �city� of rainbows de-
signed and built by local volunteers.
Here you�ll find the �Best Park for a
Child�s Birthday Party� or the compa-
ny picnic, �Best to Fly a Kite� or toss

around a Frisbee. 
For the best way

to start or end your
day, make your way
to Community Park
and lie back on a
grassy hill with
your hands behind
your head, as this is
the best park to
watch the sunrise
and sunset.

Many of the other
parks in Davis were
also recognized. For
a complete listing of
the �Best of Davis Parks� survey re-
sults, visit www.cityofdavis.org/pcs
and follow the link to the survey.

The diversity of our parks and
greenbelts has long been a point of
pride for Davis residents. To begin the
search for your own favorites, contact
the Parks & Community Services De-
partment for a copy of Park it! � Your
Guide to Davis Parks orLet�s Play! � A
Guide to Davis Playgrounds.

PARKS, FROM PAGE 1City to celebrate newest
neighborhood park

Construction is wrapping up on the city�s newest neigh-
borhood park, and it�s nearly time to celebrate. Located at
the corner of Alhambra Drive and Arroyo Avenue in East
Davis, John Barovetto Park has been named in memory of a
local veteran who served two tours of duty in the Vietnam
War and led numerous local humanitarian efforts to help
support orphanages there. 

●Not quite ready yet. John Barovetto Park is near com-
pletion, and it may appear ready for full public use. Howev-
er, more time is needed to make sure the park is fully pre-
pared for heavy use by park enthusiasts. 

Some amenities such as the landscaped areas and multi-
use open fields
require a few
months for the
turf and plants to
grow and take
hold. This is
called the �Park
Establishment�
period � a limbo
of sorts � when
the city has ac-
cepted the park construction as complete but needs to give the
young grass and plants more time to be ready for use.  

During this important landscape establishment period in
February, March and April, some amenities in the park can
be used. These include picnic and playground areas, walk-
ing and bike paths, the basketball court, and restrooms. The
fences and barriers around the grass and plants will remain
intact until the fields are deemed ready for play.

● Grand opening to come.Parks & Community Services
Department staff is planning a grand opening celebration
for the park some time in May. Look for announcements to
be sent out soon.  For more information, contact the Parks &
Community Services Department at (530) 757-5626.

John Barovetto Park is in its
“establishment” period.

César Chávez Celebration in
Davis on March 31

The 7th annual Davis César Chávez Celebration will
be held on Saturday, March 31 at 11:00 a.m. in Central
Park.  The free event is sponsored by the city of Davis
Human Relations Commission. Community mem-
bers, especially children and families, are invited to at-
tend. The location of the event is at Third and C Streets
in downtown Davis.

The program will feature speeches, dancers and
music. Following the program at approximately 12:15
p.m., citizens will be invited to participate in a short
Freedom & Justice March through the downtown.

For more information, call 757-5602 or 757-5691.

Looking to be part of an
award-winning team this 
summer? The city of Davis
Parks & Community Services
Department is now recruiting
for spring and summer 2007 
aquatics positions including life-
guards, swimming instructors
and cashiers.

Becoming a lifeguard is a
great opportunity for individu-
als 15 years of age and older to
meet new people, serve the
community and gain valuable
work experience.

An experienced team of pool managers and lifeguards-
mentor new staff members and provide ongoing training and
support throughout the summer.

Last year the city of Davis lifeguards participated in the
Northern California Aquatic Management Association�s
annual �Lifeguardpalooza� and the Davis team won the
competition.

For those not yet certified as a
lifeguard, the city offers a one
month Lifeguard Training
course beginning in March.
This course includes C.P.R. for
the Professional Rescuer and
First Aid.

The city of Davis is also offer-
ing a one-month Water Safety
Instruction (WSI) course start-
ing in mid-April. WSI partici-
pants must be at least 16 years
old by the end of the course.
Upon completion, participants

will be certified to teach swimming lessons for all ages.
Anyone interested in joining the aquatics staff may pick

up an application at the Human Resources Office located at
23 Russell Boulevard, or download an application at
www.cityofdavis.org. Applications are accepted until all po-
sitions are filled.

For more information, please contact the Parks & Community
Services Department at (530) 757-5626.

Wanted: Another winning team of
lifeguards and swim instructors

Concerns about air quality
exist long after the heat of
summer is gone.  On Novem-
ber 1, 2006 the air districts in
the Sacramento region began
issuing a daily air quality fore-
cast for particulate matter.
Pollution is a health concern
for residents in the Sacramen-
to region, especially during
the fall and winter months.
Fine particulate matter is a
complex mixture that may

contain soot, smoke, metals,
nitrates, sulfates, dust, water
and tire rubber. 

Spare The Air advisories
will be issued when pollu-
tion levels are considered to
be unhealthy, not only for sen-
sitive groups but unhealthy for
everyone in the region.

Residents are encouraged
to sign up for Air Alert, a free
service, which will now pro-
vide information year-round.

Air Alert provides to sub-
scribers via e-mail or text mes-
sage the daily air quality fore-
cast, Spare The Air advisories,
and current conditions at
monitoring sites in the 
region. To sign up, go to
www.SpareTheAir.com. 

To find out things you 
can do to reduce air pollution,
visit www.ysaqmd.org or
www.SpareTheAir.com.

Spare 
the Air 

extends to
year-round
program

Stormwater, or urban runoff, is the water
that flows through gutters and into storm
drains when it rains. Stormwater should be
mostly rainwater, but it also contains water
from irrigation, car wash runoff, and any pol-
lutants that may be carried by the water as it
flows across paved surfaces and landscapes.  

This water flows into one of over 2500
storm drain inlets located along street gutters
and enters the City�s storm drainage system.
The water then moves through the storm
drain piping below our streets and fills the
Davis storm water detention and wildlife

ponds, which support an array of wildlife
species. 

Because stormwater never enters our
Wastewater Treatment plant for cleaning, it�s
important to be careful with the water that
flows to our rivers, creeks, wetlands, sloughs,
delta and eventually, the Pacific Ocean. To
protect these areas it is important to minimize
the amount of pollution going into curbside
gutters and catch basins.

You can help prevent stormwater
pollution by:

●Keeping gutters and openings free of

yard debris
●Setting your irrigation timers according

to season or watering needs, minimizing
runoff

●Using alternatives to pesticides and fer-
tilizers

●Going to a car wash facility where the
water is recycled 

●NOT dumping anything into the storm
drains

To remind everyone about the importance
of preventing stormwater pollution, the city
of Davis has installed storm drain inlet mark-
ers near each drain.   The City is currently in-

stalling new markers in the Core Area and
other locations throughout the community.   

If you see any unmarked drains or damaged
markers, please call Public Works at (530) 
757-5686.

Stormwater: More than just what falls from the sky Storm water runoff
contains pollutants

that  can be
minimized.

A variety of long-awaited
public construction projects are
continuing around Davis. For
more information, visit:
www.cityofdavis.org/pw/CIP/

1. John Barovetto Neighbor-
hood Park � Construction on
this 6.9 acre park located at the
corner of Alhambra Drive and
Arroyo Avenue in Mace Ranch is
nearing completion. The play-
ground features and picnic
amenities have been installed,
and the plant establishment peri-
od has begun. Expect a grand
opening celebration later this
spring.

2. 8th Street Corridor 
Improvements � Enhancements between L
Street and Pole Line Road will provide better
pedestrian, bicycle and transit access in the
neighborhood. With the help of federal grant
funding, construction is expected to begin in
summer 2007.

3. Water Well #32� The first phase has
been completed of this new deep-aquifer well
located near the south landing of the Dave
Pelz bicycle and pedestrian overcrossing.
Phase two is currently being designed and
will result in the construction of above-
ground improvements including piping, elec-

tronic controls and landscaping. This well
should be operating by fall 2007.

4. Community Park Bike Path � This pro-
ject will result in a safer connection between
the parking lot, the Community Pool complex
and the tennis courts. 

The Davis Joint Unified School District is
partnering with the city on these enhance-
ments. This project will be completed by
spring 2007.

5. Covell Boulevard Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Undercrossing � This project
will provide a connection between the resi-
dential neighborhoods north of Covell Boule-

vard and the schools and parks
to the south. The crossing will be
located between Monarch Lane
and Harper Junior High School.
Construction is anticipated to be-
gin in summer 2007.

6. Covell Boulevard Pave-
ment Rehabilitation� East-
bound lanes between Sycamore
Lane and Anderson Road will be
completely reconstructed in or-
der to eliminate the undulating
pavement caused by ongoing
subsidence of the ground under-
neath. Design is underway and
construction is anticipated to be-
gin in summer 2007. During
construction, eastbound traffic

will be detoured for several weeks while exca-
vation and reconstruction take place.

7. Manor Pool Complex Rehabilitation �
The Temple Drive pool complex will be closed
during the 2007 season for a complete renova-
tion. This work is necessary to correct substan-
tial leakage from the aging pools. As part of
the project, the city will also improve pool 
accessibility for the disabled. 

Construction contracts will be considered
by the city council this spring. Construction is
scheduled to begin in 2007 and the pools
should be ready for use by May 2008.

Building on success: Updates on city construction projects

Celebrating 33 years of recycling, the
city of Davis Recycling Program encour-
ages residents to be a good neighbor by
helping make a greener Davis.  To help
with all of your recycling questions, the
city of Davis recycling webpage
www.davisrecycling.org is being updat-
ed.  There will be more information on
Household Hazardous Waste, battery re-
cycling, local reuse options and used oil re-
cycling, as well as recycling information
specific for curbside residential, business
and apartment recycling.  

● New rigid plastic  recycling available
at the landfill

Finally we have an option available to
recycle plastic lawn furniture, old plastic
toys and 5-gallon buckets. All these items
are usually made of rigid plastics, and now

the Yolo County Landfill is accepting
them for free recycling.

● Composting classes
The City Recycling Program

will be offering free compost-
ing classes in the spring on
a first-come first-served ba-
sis. The classes will be held
at the newly renovated
compost demonstration area
at the Community Gardens on Fifth Street
on April 23 from 1 to 2 p.m. To register for a
class, call the Public Works Department at
757-5686. 

● Free household hazardous waste
drop-off event

In order to make disposal of household
hazardous wastes easier, this year there will
be free drop-off days scheduled the second

Friday and Saturday of every month from 
9  a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Yolo County Central

Landfill. Don�t miss this free opportu-
nity to dispose safely of paint, pesti-
cides, fluorescent light bulbs and
other hazardous waste.  

● Free daily electronics 
recycling

The Yolo County Central Landfill
accepts electronics for free recycling on a

daily basis. Computer monitors, televisions,
toasters, video and DVD players, cameras,
blenders, vacuum cleaners etc. are all ac-
cepted for free during the landfill�s normal
business hours Monday-Saturday 6:30 a.m.
to  4 p.m. and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

● Yard materials
Davis Waste Removal collects yard mate-

rials once a week, usually the day before

trash pick-up.  To make disposal of yard ma-
terial easy for you and safe for others, please
place your yard material 18� from the curb
or gutter.  Your pile of yard material should
be no larger than 5� in any dimension.  

Be aware that your yard material piles
can create serious hazards for cyclists; bike
lanes should never be blocked! Accept-
able materials for disposal include: grass
clippings, brush, leaves, prunings, weeds,
discarded floral displays, indoor plants,
branches (less than 8� in diameter) and
Christmas trees.  Unacceptable materials
include sod, soil, fruit, concrete, flowerpots,
florist wire, fencing, bricks and stumps. 

For more information, see www.davis
recycling.org, or call the City Recycling
Program at (530) 757-5686.
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Teens develop leadership skills as
lifeguards and swim instructors.

John Barovetto Park is in its
“establishment” period.

Storm water runoff
contains pollutants

that  can be
minimized.

Teens develop leadership skills as
lifeguards and swim instructors.

Northstar Park, 3434 Anderson Rd. is
the Best Place to Spot Birds, See Fall

Colors and Commune with Nature. 

Northstar Park, 3434 Anderson Rd. is
the Best Place to Spot Birds, See Fall

Colors and Commune with Nature. 

Community Park earns the honor of
“Best All Around Park.”

Community Park earns the honor of
“Best All Around Park.”

Mow Down Air Pollution
To take advantage of this limited opportunity

to exchange your gas mower for a reduced
price cordless rechargeable mower, you must
register on March 14 between 11 a.m. and 
3 p.m. by calling (888) 742-SMUD (7683).

Also, you can visit  www.smud.org to
register to turn in your mower and
$189.00 on March 31 for a Neuton
electric mower. Call (530) 757-3650
for more information.


